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PREFACE. 
" J 4ving 2n ſeveral parts of the Kingdom, feen the 
| Standard of Popery ſet up, and obſerved - the 
Hzgh and Inſolent Carriage of the Prieſts and Zealots of 
that Perſwafun : T thought they would not ftand loug, 
God ſuffering them to be ſo puffed up with thety preſent 
Profperity , For Pride ts the forerunner of a Fall, and 
fibbed. according to my weak A61 ltttes, to follow-the 
example of ſome prous and learned Men, with ſetting my 
helping though weak, hand, to pull off the Vizard of + 
that Religion, and briefly to draw it i its own colowrs, 
and mn few words to difcover the Intquity. and Meſtery 
of tt, but infenpbly tt ſwelled to a greater bulk than 
1 thought at firſt tt would do: Some of Uate baving m. 

articular well. refuted the Brrors of ſome of therr 
Poftrines, I thought fit not to inſifs thereupon,but meerly 
by the by, and m general to port. at them, only. that 
of the neceſſity aud duty, of makeng the word'of God tobe 
the rule of our Faith, I ſomewhat enlarged wpon, 4t be- 
ing ſo Fundamental a Principle of our holy Religion. I 
farther judged it to be material to give a Charafter of 
the Spirit of Popery, and juſtifie it by thetr Rules and 

Praftice : And to ſhew that the Opimon we have of 
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2.5 Roma, Firiay 2s not an effeft of our Fan, by 


grounded upon ſure Foundations, able to convince ratio= 


nal Men how Popery ts the Kingdom of Antichriſt ; and 
in the whole, 1 purpoſed to my ſelf , in the preſent 


C onjuntture, to bear record to the Truth , to do ſome 


ſmall Service to the Church of Ged, and to inform thoſe 


who im theſe Points want ſome ſys rg degree of In- 
ftrution. I muſt add how ſome alterations are hapned 
fince the time when this was ready for the Preſs, which 
2s frve Months ago, and withall becauſe like the Jews 


| who uſed to ſay, The Temple of the Lord; The 


Temple of the Lord ; Papiſts cry out,” The 
Church the Church. 7 would have people not to 


be moved at ſo fair a Name, or ſo ſpecious a prelence, | 


breauſe the Roman-Church 1s a Chuxch as a Whore 


5 a Woman, for ſhe hath Body and Soul, but is full of 


Infamy : p > puddle Water is Water, but ftnking and 
corrupt, ſo that Soctety 5s full of Brror, Herefie, Super- 
frition and Idolatry. "This i the beſt that can be ſaid 
of her ; for it would not be difficult to prove ut to be no 
true Chriſtian Church,it wanting the pure teaching of true 
Chriftian Dottrine, and the right adminiſtration of Sa- 
craments according to their In ſtitution, which are the 
marks of the true Church. 
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S IR, 
Is not envugh for Men to kw | 
that Sentence of Scripture, ith 
 theheartmanbelieveth unoRigh- 
reonſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is 
made unto Salvation, Rom. 10. 10. But 
they ' muſt endeavour allo to-reduce it to 
Pracice. "The heart is'the'center of Faith, 
but Faith rauſtnot be confined within it, 
It ought, to break : out and ſpread! abroad, 
ſpecial| y in time of Trial; true Faith, like 
the Palm-T ree; grows abiter the weight ; 
the Mouth muſt never diſfown 'the Heart, 
but it muſt ſpeak what the' thier feels, 


and according to ones abilities aſſert Di- 


vinity in all the Parts thereof , whither 


DidaRical for Dogmes . and DoRtrines 


practical for Life and Converſation , or - 
Pole- 
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Polemical” for Controverſies ; for one is 
not only to know, but alſo to live ac- 
cording to his Faith and Knowledge, and 
defend it againſt Cavils and Obxtions. 
 Fhe Conſideration of this duty in- 
cumbent upon every Chriſtian, put me 
uponcomplling theſe tew Sheets which now 
are here publiſhed , and which upon 
ſeveral accounts are due, and ought to 
be dedicated ta You, for they had their 
Conception in Your Houſe, and at feve- 
ral times, and upon many occaſions, the 
Author hath been made. fo ſenfible- of 
your Love and Kindneſs, that he ties 
under an Qbligation to declare it to the 
World. Your generous Spirit hath ex- 
tended it elf upon ſeveral Objeds, bur 
none of them. ever cntertained thoughts of 
a higher 'and. more rcal Reſpe& for You 


You moſt bumble Serwant, ROY 
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Seal, onable Diſcourſe 


ABOUT. 


IN THE 


Preſent Conjundure. 


ſo that of two different Opinions, one may: without 

bad conſequence, hold that which he' pleaſes, for 
they are only to try and exerciſe the Wits of Men : How- 
ever, 1n all 'tis not ſo, there being Aflertions ſo undeni- 
able, as in the caſes of numerical Truths, that whoſo- 
ever would deny that two and three make five, and that 
five and five make ten, would be lookt upon: as one 
who had forfeited common Senſe and Reaſon : If it be 
ſo, as certainly it 1s, what muſt we ſay of Noble and 
Divine Truths. which are eilential to be known. in 
order ' to our. Salvation , which though -they be 


J' Humane Sciences, ſome things are problematicals 


very plain and clear-in themſelves, yet through the ſe- _. 


dudion of Satan, and the blindneſs of Man's underſtand- 
ing are hidden to thoſe that periſh, in whom faith 
St. Paul, « The God of this World hath blinded the Minds - 
Hence 'ariſe,- contrary -Opinions } - And as difference 
in Judgment often cauſes diviſion in. Aﬀedtions ; fo. from 
this ſpring's want of Charity, Ratred, and Animoſities, jo 

the 


# 2 Corcchap. 
4. V. 3-4- 


” 
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ae Church of Roxre hath many times made Proteſtants 
ſafficiently ſenſible of. - | 

'Tis true,Papiſts and Proteſtants do agree about ſome 

of the Fundamental Points of Chriſtian Religion, as'the 
Godhead Nature;and Perſons,the Creation of the World, 
the Fall of Man, the Promiſes, and ſending a Saviour of 
the World; namely, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, born of the 

Virgin Mary, who ſuffered under Pilate, &c. but on the 
Other fide, the former leffen the fad effets of Adam's 
Apoſtaſte, with ſetting in Man a pretended Free Will to 
ule or rejet his Salvation.,and farther as much as in them 
Hes, they deftroy the Kingly, Prophetical, and Prieſtly 
Offices of our Saviour, withtheir inſtituting other Heads 
of the Church than himſelf, other Laws than thoſe he 
hath given, and other Prieſts and Sacrifices than that 
which he once offered npon the Croſs ; other Mediators 
by them called of Interceſſion,as if Chriſt would be con- 
tent to have purchaſed Salvation, and leave others to 
obtain the application, and with their bringing in other 
means of Salvation, as Merits, Indulgences,Purgatory,e*c. 
which Inventions of theirs ( to make uſe of our Savi- 
ours words to the Phariſees) make the 6Commandments 


MRP; of God of no effett. 


Furthermore, although we are agreed as to the end, 
riamely that there is Heaven and erernal Happineſs pre- 
pared for Believers, and Hell with everlaſting Miſery 
for Unbelievers; yet we differ about the means and the 
way; the thing is not of ſo ſmall a concerrftnent forus,but 
that with our utmoſt Endeavours we ought to inquire 

c Math 9, and ſeek after this true Way,the more becauſe it is c nar- 


13.14 508, axd few are they that find it. 


It is a natural defire mn Men to wiſh others were of 
their Mind and Opinion 3 wherefore we who upon good: 
Grounds believe to be in the true Way, would advile, 
exhort, and perſwade thoſe of the Church -of Rome to: 
come to us, as on their part they would draw us to. 
them, 


| | MS 6 - a Ms my 

them 3 what then muſt be done in the caſe ? for as they 
will fay, 'tis not jaſt we ſhonld be Judges in our own 
Cauſe 3 ſo they muſt own, 'tis not Bal neither they ſhould. 
be Judges in their own; thus there is a neceflity of a 
Judge not taken from amongſt them, nor from amo 

us 3+ then both fides laying afide all Prejudices of Birth 
and Education, we muſigcamine both Religions, with a 
full purpoſe to chuſe the true, and reſign up our ſelves 
to the ſentence of an impartial and infallible Judge 3 but 
ſach a one is not to be found amongſt MEn, which all 
are apt to be btaſsd, and .none is infallible, no though 
they were altogether. I then neceflarily conclude, 
'that God muſt decide between them and us about the 
Juſtice of the Cauſe. And becauſe we muſt not expe&t 
God ſhould now immediately ſpeak from Heaven (which 
is reſerved for the laſt day) the more becauſe he already 
hath ſpoken and pronounced in his revealed Will, which 


is the Book of holy Scriptures, and which we are agreed 


to be the Word of God: We therefore can refer our 
ſelves to no more noble and fitter Judge upon every 
account, and ſo declare we refolve to ſtand or fall by it 5 
and I think it very reaſonable for us: to. make here our 
Rule, that which hereafter ſhall be our Judge: For faith 


| the Lord Jeſus, a The words that I ſpeak, ſhall judge you at , j,, .. x 


the laft day, theſe words of his contained in the Goſpel : 


And St. Paz! faith, b God will JudgetheWarld by his Goſpel.+ Rom. x. 16. 


This is one of the Books which St. Jobz ſaith in his Reve- 
lation. c were | 1CT« 
to rule their Faith and Dodrin ;, for I fully believe there 
is more Authority in one Text of Scripture, than in the 


Judgment of all Men in the World put together; let 


nr Kg own this ſaying. whenſoever Men are in com- 
pari 


opened. This is the Law whereby all ought © Rev. 20. 12. 


- 


the World is fo 5 whereforeall are forbidden e to prefience « » Cor. 4. 6. 


above what is written Men of. themſelves wikow the 
ight 


B 2 


. or competition with God, d Let God be true and 4Rom: 3. 4. * || 
* every man 4 har; for God is infallible, and no Man in 
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- John 5. 39. 


h Ifa. 8. 20. 


; As 17. 11. 
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light of the Word, do judge Carnally of Spiritnal things; 
and when they will meaſure the DoGtrms of Grace by their 
own natural light, then ſaith St. Panl, f Thinking them- 
ſelves wiſe, they become Fools. 

| I think we offer very fair, and whoſoever in matters 
of Religion refiifes to be judged by Scriptures, gives evi- 
dence againſt his own Canſe, Md as much as in him lies 
with diſownivg the Word for his Judge,doth wrong and 
injury net: Ye to Jeſus Chrift, who hath fo clearly 
and fo expreſly ſaid, g Search diligently the Scriptures, for 
by them you are thought to have eternal life, and they dobear 
witneſs of me. Which is a poſitive Command, anſiyering 
to that of the Old Teſtament, h To the Law and to the Teſti- 
22019, A thing as commanded here, ſo commended ir: . 
the people of Berea, 1 who having received the Word with 
readineſs,daily ſearched into Scriptures to know whether things 
preached to them were 0. ER no) 

I further declare, I wilt not believe any Article of 
Faith, except it be grounded i Scriptures and more, if 
about a Text, I give an Expoſition different from that 
of our Adverfaries, I would not have them to believe: 
it, except I ground it upon ſome other Text ; after this 
T leave every ſerions moderate and impartiat Man in 


matters of Controverſie,to conſider the difference of our-*- 


dealings from that of the Church of Roxve, who call the: 
Word of God a Noſe of Wax, that can' be turned any 
way, a Sword that cuts on. both ſides, pro and con, which all 
Hereſies are grounded upon; no more to be believed, without 
the Teſtimony and Authority of the Church than Eſops 
Fables or the Alcoran. No wonder then if they forbid 
people to read it as being a: dangerous Book; and im 


Spain, Italy, and other places' where the Inquiſition is, it 


is ſafer for a-Man's life to Steal, to: Murther, and: to- 
break all the Ten Commandments, than'to be found with 


* a Bible in his own Language: O ſhame ! Children are de- 


prived of the Food which the Father hath appointed* 


for. 
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for them. Who is he of you, faith our Saviour, a thats Matth. 7.5, 


will give his Son a Stone, if he askg him Bread ;, or a Serpent, 
if he asks him a Fiſh 2 If then you who are evil, know how to 
give your Children good things, how much more will your hea- 
venly Father 2 "Tis true,ſome have miſ-interpreted and nuf- 
applied Scriptures 3 but doth not St. Peter ſay, b Some that 
are unſtable and unlearned, do wreft Scripturees to their own 


Io, Il. 


6 2 Epiſt.3.16 


danmation. Spiders turn into poiſon thoſe Flowers ont of 


which Pees make Honey : It: were as good to forbid the 
ufe of Meat and Drink, becauſe there are Gluttons and 
Drunkards ; 'tis not the fault of thoſe things,neceſlary to 
| preſerve the life of Man, but of thoſe who abuſe them. 

If there was no other Cauſe of our Separation from 
Popery but this Contempt of the Word of God, I 
would look upon it as ſufficient to engage us to continue 


in it. Chriſt being about perfe&ing the Work of Sal- 


_ vation, made his' Teſtament before his Death, revealing 
tis Will and Mind to the Church which he purchaſed, 
and left thoſeRules and DireCtions for it to believe, and 
whereby to be govern'd, otherwiſe that great Work 
had been imperfect : Our Saviour himſelf, with his own 
mouth, inſtru&ed and informed his Diſciples as much as 
for that time they could bear ; but faith he, When I am 


gone, I will ſend c you the Comforter, who will teach you all 


- John 14. 16: 


things, and lead you into all truth. d Upon the day of<1%: "3: 


Pentecoſt ' that holy promiſed Comforter came upon 
them, whereupon they were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
as a full ſupplement to what was wanting to a farther 
knowledge of the Truth, and a ſufficient. underſtanding 
of the myſtery of Salvation : After that time, and not 
before, were written. the Books of the New Teſtament; 
which in order to' our faid Salvation we onght to.con- 


d Ads 2.4. 


falt, as a Man who is to have a Trial, will be informed 


of the nature, ſenſe, and meaning of the Law, becauſe he 
| 1s thereby to be judged,as we alſo ſhall be at the laſt day 
by the Word of God, at which time our Saviour will 


ſay,. 
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# Luke 19. 27. fay, @ Bring. me bither thoſe Enemies of mine, who would © 
: not have me to Reign ever them with the Ro of. my 
Word, and flay them before me they would not hear 
6 Joh. 10.3.27. my- Voice, becatiſe they b were none of my Sheep, nor 
that c Voice behind them which ſaid, This is the way walk ye 
in tt. Ee in. 
Whilſt they refuſe to be judged by the Word, they 
miſtruſt the Judge, and dare not abide-the trial of the 
Law,which is a good argument for us 3 but if they would 
conſent to own Holy Scriptures to be the Jid ge, they 
- . are ſire to becaſt; thus Proteſtants ever deſired, and 
we are moſt confident, Scriptures do condemn. all thoſe 
heaps of Traditions and Humane Inventions which they 
have introduced without and againſt the Word of God, 
as I hope anon to make it appear. OO EE as ; 
But before, I nuaſt ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of that 
l  Party,in avoiding to betried by holy Scriptures 3. though 
| they cannot deny it to be the Word of God, yet will nor - 
have Men to believe it except the Church aſfures us of it ; 
nay they give all Authority to that Church or Society 
of theirs above Scriptures, for they - would have the 
Rn Bible, being the Word of God, to depend upon the 
EE - Teftimony of the Church, though Chriſt, whoſe Word 
[| _ Johns. 34. it is, ſaith; d He receives Teſtimony from no Man; and 
ll - he aſſumes the Prerogative of bearing Record of him- 
if <Jokn 8. 14. ſelf e If I bear Record of my ſelf, faith he, avy Teſtimony 
iS is true, for I know whence I come, and whither I go. By 
- . theſe means they would have the Word of an Infallible 
' _ God to depend upon the Evidence of. fallible Men ; 
b and with this they would magiſterially begin 3 for when 
ial we offer to examine by the Word of God which of the 
E two Churches, their or our be the true, which of the 
two hath the right Marks of Chriſt's Church, the pure 
reaching of his Word, the true adminiſtration of the 
ava. and the fimplicity of that Worſhip which he 
requires of us 3, they fly off, and would have us to nn 
| | tncir 


_-e Ia. 30.27. 
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their Church excluſively to every other Chriſtian Society, 
to be the true Church (which is the queſtion.) that ſame 
Church to be the Jadge of the Word of God, yea and 
an-Infallible-one too : What a partiality is this? 

Thus they wonld have their Church to be the true 
one, and ve muſt take their bare word for it 3 if we 
| except a pretended Succeſſion as well *gronnded as Con- 

ftantine's Donation 3 for not a word of it in Scriptnre, 
and they cannot deny but it hath at ſeveral times been 
interrupted, as it may caſtly be proved by many Inſtan- 
ces; for thoſe wh6 amongſt them do reckon their 
Schiſms, make them amount at leaſt to 28, and at once 
there wereno leſs than three Popes, all depoſed by the 
Council of Coxftance, and a fourth choſen: But if Sncceſ- 
fion be a right Title to make a true Church, the Jewiſh 

Church and the Scribes and Phariſees had it in our Savi- 
our's time, for they fate in Moſes's Chair 3 and the Ma- 
hometans had.their Myftz's for theſe many hundred years, 
and the Heathers and Romans had their Pontifes or High '* 
Prieſts (obſerve; this is the Popes great Title) for thou- 
ſands: We have a Veneration for true Antiquity, but 


Antiquity without Truth 75, as 4 ONE ſaith well, An old Er- a Cyprian. 


ror. The true Chriſtian Religion we reckon from our 
Saviour's time,and of his Apoſtles; and to Reform abuſes 


into it ,' we fay we muſt go up to thoſe times, as to 
the Spring ; thus 'tis uſual to do when Waters are cor- 
rupt throngh the fault of Pipes, or ' of ſuch like things ; 
fo that in matters of Faith, whatſoever doth not flow 
from the Springs of Scripture, cither expreſly or by good 
conſequence, is to be rejefied, under whatſoever pre- 
| tence it be brought, though never ſo ſpecions. 

| Toproceed further, if. we ask them, Where can we 
find theſe Decifions of the Church about Scripture and 
Articles of Fatth, muſt it be in the Canons of Councils, 
. in the Writings of the Fathers,and of their DoQors? they: 
will affirm it. But how can. this confiſt with every capa- 
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city (for fome Men of themeaneſt parts are to be faved) 


It requires a great deal of time, yea many years, then 
Learning, by: in. ſeveral Languages, and when all 1s 
done weare to: give them Credit no. farther than they 
agree with the Werd of God, the more becauſe we find 

ouncil againſt Counci], Father againſt Father, DoQtor 
againſt Doftor, n8y ſome do ſometimes contradict them- 
ſelves: what need then of theſe long and tedious ways 
about? Is it not in reaſon better directly to go to holy 
Scripture as the Fountain of Dod@rins, and Articles of 
Faith? for every Man can in his own»language read the 
whole Bible at leaſt once a year, and the Pſalms once a 
month ; therein is clearly ſet down all that is neceſſary 
to be known to ſalvation, a God, Maker and Redeemer 
of the World, one in Nature, Three Perfons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in whom we ought to believe, 
and hope, and to obey his Commands; in a word, the 
Ten Commandments, the Lords Prayer, and the Creed, are 


-the ſubſtance of the whole Scripture, plainly containing 


what we ought to do, to pray for, and to believe and 
I hope no rational Man will deny that for a Chriſtian to 
hear this Word read, preached, and ſinging of God's 
Praiſes in a Language which he underſtands, is of greater 
uſe, gomfort, and advantage, than to be preſent at a 
Maſs, which 1s the Quinteſlence of their Religion, when 
he indeed heareth part of it, but underſtands nothing of 
it, and which the Habits, different Poſtures, and ſeveral 
tones of the Voice make a Play and a meer Pagean- 
try. | : | * 

Yet I muſt not omit to fav, that we are not to refuſe a 


Guide that leads us to Scriptures, and helps us the better: 


to underſtand them, with comparing one part with the 
other; on the contrary, I will look on my ſelf as much 
obliged to fuch a one 3 but if he would bind me to an 
implicite Faith, tie-me to his Sleeve, . impoſe on me whar 
Interpretation his. fancy can. ſuggeſt, and make me for- 

| ſwear 


(9) 
fwear my ſenſe and reaſon, then I would leave him there, 
and look upon him as a blind Guide, who would-make 
me run the danger of falling into a Ditch; Ilook upon 
this as when I go to a Church wherein I am born and 
bred, I follow Father, Mother and other Teachers, who 
aſſure mel am in a good and a true Church, I ſay I muſt 
have that conſideration for thoſe who have given me 
life, and have taken care to ſee me inſtruted in my 
Religion; but when-once I am come to years of diſcretion, 
I think it worth my pains to examine whither or not they 
have faid the truth, which I muſt be. convinced of upon 
my own knowledge 3 thoſe of Berea whom I mentioned 
| before are not. blamed, but commended for examining 
what the Apoſtles themſelves preached to them, much 
more what a Prieſt can fay to one; for Faith and Reli- 
gion do not deſtroy our' Reaſon : I am fully ſatisfied 
Faith is not to be known by Ignorance, ſeeigg Scripture 
calls it knowledge, a My Servant the iobre# 


ſhall juſti- a Ifa. 53. 1t. 


fie many through'the knawledge they ſhall have of bime 3 and Jobn 17. 3. 


this is eternal life to know thee the only true God and Jeſus 
_ whom thou haſt ſent. To conclude this, I cannot 
Yluſtrate 1t better than with what 1s contained 1n the 


b 4th of John, the Samaritan Woman after her Conver- ; John 4. 


fation with Jeſus Chriſt, goes to her Town, invites the 
people of it to go to Chriſt,for which ſhe gives them rea- 
ſon, He muſt be a ah ypc an he told me al! things that ever 
T did ; to thew how Reaſon, and not a blind Obedience, 
muſt perſwade us in matters of Religion 3 this people, 
upon her faying, goes to- ſeek after' our Saviour, and 
when they have been a while with, and have heard him, 
they ſay to the Woman, We believe not now becauſe of 

thy word, but becauſe we find and ſee that he is the Son of 
| God. $80 I fay, Fathers, Mothers, Teachers, I at firſt 
| went to ſuch a Church, becauſe: you invited me to: it, 
but now 1 continue in it, not becauſe yon brought me 
to it, but becauſe I find by my own knowledge and 
SHEER x C expe- 


- wh; 1 *. o 
GIO "4 oP : 
: 
- 0 
« 5 ao = 


| (to) 
Experierice, and am convinced in my judgment that it 
is the true Church wherein I heard the Voice of the 
Lord Jeſus, who is our King, Prophet, and High-Pricſt, 
whoſe ' words and Commands are our only Law, and 
whoſe Sacrifice is alone the Exptation for our Sins ; 
now this Voice and Word of his is contained im the holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, and this Law 
« Pſ:l. 18.8. 7s a pure, perfe@, converting the Soul, the Teſtimony of the 
Lord is faithful giving wiſdom to the ſimple, "tis a Lamp to 
$ Rom. 7.9. our Feet.and a Light to our Paths : b The Law of Gel is holy, 
32 Pet. 1.9. Juſt, and pure. c [is a Light that ſhines in a dark place, 
: and d holy Scriptures are able to- make. #s wiſe unto Salua- 
F, T1m.3-15; $094, being all given by Inſpiration of God, profane for 
| Do#rin , for Reproof , for Corre@ion, for Inſirution in 


e Mark 12. 24, 7ighteonſueſs, that the man of God may beperfefF,e for want 


A 


of knowing it, Men do Err. Wherefore we are fully re- 
ſolved-whglly to adhere, and ſtick to this holy Word, 
we make Four Evidence, our. Advocate, and our Judge, 
for he who hath given it to us, with order to be ruled 
by it, is the God of Truth. Ee 
But now we muſt come to the reaſon why the Church 
. of Rome will not own it to be Judge of our Controver- 
fies, becauſe therein their Religion 1s condemned, there 
. 1s nothing for their uſurped Authority and pretended 
Infallibity 3 'tis the Comforter alone, by Chriſt promiſed, 
7 Pe:.r. v.26, Who leads us into all Truth, -f No Propheſie of Scripture 
21. ' 7s of any private Interpretation : for Propheſie came not in old 
_ time by the willof Man, but holy Men of God ſpake as they 
were move by the Holy Ghoſt, Hear what St. Paul ſaith 
; Hebr. 4. 12, Of this holy Word, g The Word is quick and powerful, 
ſharper than any two-edged Sword, piercing to the dividing 
aſunder of Soul and Body, of Joints and Marrow, and is 
the diſcerner of thoughts and ſecret intents of the heart. 
Herein lies .part of the Iniquity of that Religion that 
Men 1n it do attribute to themſelves that which belongs 
to God alone. Who of them either together or aſunder 


may 
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may lawfully provend to an Infallibility of Judgment, 

and to know all things right and as they are,that cannot 

deceive others, nor be deceived by others ? If they be 

infallible in their Judgment, then alſo incorruptible in 

their Aﬀections and Practice, which how far from Truth, 

| let our Enemies theraſelves be the Judges: Now the 
 riyſtery of that Iniquity is, that thereby they lay a Yoke 

upon the Souls of Men whom they reduce to a blind 

Obedience ; ſo that not only they muſt not diſpute, but 

not ſo much as doubt of any thing impoſed on them.,as 

Articles of Faith, « though they ſhould ſay that not to a 3:22-mv. cone. 

be Sin which is Sin, and that to be Sin which is not Sin 5 £74. <. 31. 

for this Bellarmin faith, the Pope can do; if this be. 

true, it muſt be granted too, that he can make that not 

| to be the Body of Chriſt which is the Body of Chriſt,and 

that to be the Body of Chriſt which is not, as in the 

Maſs; nay they ſay b he may make new Articles of þ cone. flerene; 

Faith, he is called God's Lieutenant and Vitar upon Earth. 

Pope Pal the Fifth, in one of his Bulls, doth call him- 

ſelf Vice-God ;, But are not thefe the Names ofMaſphemy 

and the Tongue of the Beaſt c ſpeaking Blaſphemies ? 

He hath Horns like the Lambs, but ſpeaketh like the 

| Dragon. | | 

" This InfMlibility of the Pope, with his Supremacy, 
muſt be proved out of this Text of Scripture ; The 

d ſpiritual man judgeth of all things, and is judged of no 41 Cor. 1. 15. 

man; and when the* Diſciples ſaid to our Savioir, 

e Behold two Swords ; Our Saviour's Anſwer, *T7s enough, : Luke 22. 38; 
did thereby give the Spiritual and Temporal Swords to 

Popes ; This is their ſtrong way of arguing obt of 

Ecripture. But muſt this pretended Infallibility be fetled 

tipon Popes, yea ſuch Ones as G7egory the Seventh, Boni- 

facius the Eighth, Alexander the Sixth, Silveſter the 

Second, Benedidus the Eighth, and ſo many others, 

Monſters in nature, as affirmed by Arnaſtaſms, Cardinal 

Beno, Platina, Petrarcha , and other Writers ? nay by 

| RY Batonins 
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a Baranias Siraſelf in His Arnals, about the Year, 1000. 
or thereabout ?* Genebrerdus faith, There were fifty of 


_- thoſe Popes irregular, diſorgered, and Apoſtaticall, Chror: 


lib. 4. pag. 553-- Lig oof annes 150. Pontifices circiter 
50.4 Joanne ſcilicet-8. ad Leonem 9.4 virtute Majornm pror- 
ſas defecernnt. Bernard makes Lamentations upon the 
State of that Church in thoſe times. I would willingly 
know where reſided the Infallibility, when at the ſame 
time were three Popes or Anti-Popes who Excommuni- 
cated one another, and were all depoſed by the Coun- 


cil of Conſtance, as 1 ſaid before? Theſe things are fo 


viſibte and palpable, that ſeveral Men of that Religion 


could not deny it. Therefore ſorhie ſetled the Infallibili- 
ty not inthe Pope, but in the Council, for the Council of . 


Conſtance decreed the Council tobe above thePope. Peo- 
ple of that Communion differ about this pretended In- 
fallibility, ſome. plice it in the Pope, and to believe 
otherwiſe would paſs in Italy for a damnable Hereſie ; 
others in A, Council, and others in Pope and Council; 
Jet them firſt agree amongſt themſelves, before they ar- 
due for it againſt us; and *tis as certain that Councils 
erred as well as Popes, and ſome of them deſtroyed and 
ſet np what others had ſet up and deſtroyed, Was not 
the Counctl -of Arimini in an Error againſt Fundamen- 
tals, condemning the Nzcear: Council, and declaring for 
the Herefie of Arrizs againſt Chriſt's Divinity, in it were 
near 600 Biſhops.. The 24 Council of Epheſus erred with 
Extiches and Dioſcorxus > The Council of Carthage where 


was St. Cyprian with 86 Biſhops ,. almoft all of Africa, - 


decreed that Baptiſm adminiſtred by Hereticks was not 
to be allowed, but they that had been baptized by 
fuch, ought again to be baptized, which was condem- 
ned afterwards; and herein the Romariſis agree with 
us : Several other Inſtances I could produce, as the 
Council of Frank fort aflembled by Charles the Great, 
which condemned the Canon - about Images of the 
| | _ | ſecond 
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feeond Nirear Conncil : But to conclade this Port of 
_ their Chimerical Infallibility, feveral leamed Mecnof that 
Religion have of late taken up the Cudpels, and ſpoken 
pon that Subjet as ſtrongly as ever did any. of the firſt 
Reformers : He who beyond Seas hath written the Book 
called Homeſt and ſure means to Convert Hereticks, bath 
ſpoken home, and Talon the French King's Advuocate- 
General, m a his late Plea, looks npon that Infallibility of * 1588. 
the Pope as a ' Scare-Crow, and cuts by the root his 
Authority and Infallibility , looking upon this preſent 
Pope as an old doting-Man, not able to govern himſelf, 
much leſs that Church. Indeed of late the Gallicar or 
French Church hath in relation to that Point diſco- 
vered ſeveral things, which were Secrets amongſt them, 
and unknown to us; though T dare not to affirm out of 
what Principle ; for thongh of late ſome Men there were 
baniſhed, or put in Priſon, for aflerting the Popes 
Infallibility, yet about twenty years ago b others had 
on confined or exiled, for denying the fame Infalli- 
bility. | 
+ - One word I muſt fay of a pretended Primacy, firſt 

of St. Peter over the reſt of the Apoſtles, then of Popes 
as Sacceſſors of St. Peter over all other Biſhops ; but 
as to the laſt, the Pope is. no more Succeflor of St. Peter . 
than the Grand Seignior or Turk is of Coxſtamtir; becaute 
he reſides at Conſtantinople. As to the firſt, Scripture hath 
declared againſt it, not only with making no mention of 


niſts. 


ſuch an Office or Dignity in the Church, in thoſe c Texts , pon. ;2.57. 


where mention and enumeration is made of all Offices 1 Cor.r2.8,9, 
belonging to it, and where in caſe there had beenſacha p,. ., 
one, it would not have been omitted but named, but 
alſo with plainly condemning it : When the Diſciples dil- 

puted who- ſhould be the firſt amongſt them, Chriſt 


_ tells them , There: ought to be no domineering, d but © Mark 10.42, 


be who will be the fir 4 let him be Servaut of all. Our 43, 44+ 
Saviour could not make it appear more clearly than he 
__ doth. 


b Some Janſe- 
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_doth;zzhat there 'ought to be no Primacy amongſt his 
. Diſciples, otherwiſe'this was the place to have aſſerted 
« Math. 3. 8. it 5 again, a Be not called many Maſters, for one - alone is 
5 Luke 22. 24. Jour Maſter. And b St. Lake relates that Diſpute as hap- 
ned the day before our Saviour's being taken , and 
after the promiſe of the Keys of Heaven ; for if Chriſt 
had decided it, no ground had been left to have diſ- 
puted it, and St. Peter c calls the Elders his fellow-Elders, 
and exhorts them to feed: the Flock,. not as Lords over 
the' Heritage of the Lord : Compare this Humility with 
the Pride of Pope Martiz the Fifth, who in a Kull or 

Commiſion given to one of his Legates, calls himſelf b 
'd Concil.Senenſ. the following Titles, The d moſi holy and moſt bleſſed, who 
hath heavenly Power, Lord upon Earth, Succeſſor of Peter, 
the Chriſt of the Lord, the Lord of zhe World, the Father of 

Kings , the Light of the World, the High-Prieſt. The 
very Title of Univerſal Biſhop which they aſſume, is 
oppoſed by Pelagizs 2. diſtinF.99. And o far rejefted by 
their. Gregory the Firſt, who lived about 600 years after 
Chriſt, that he calls it a name of e Pride, and declares 

e Ad Eulog. that whoſoever takes it to himſelf is fore-rynner of . 
%6.7- E-3- Antichriſtz St. Auſtin f condemns it, and ſo doth St. Cy- 
f1:5.3. d prian, but this was ſetled ſoon after Gregory, in the days 
Boprifmo cap.3. of Bonifacins the Third, who. owned Phocas Emperor, 
after he had killed his Lord Mauritizs, upon condition 
he would declare him Univerſal Biſhop; thus agreed theſe 
two Brethren in Iniquity. Here I could fay that St. Peter, 
even after his being reſtored to his Apoſtleſhip, and 
after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, had no Primacy above the reſt ; 
5 Mareab,q, 8 he 18 not always named the firſt, he did not preſide in 

John 1. 44 . the Council of FJersſalezz, nor doth he- ſpeak the firſt. 

1 1.12: He doth h not pronounce the concluſion of the Council, 
; Ad 15.7. the i ſending to the Gentiles is not done by him,the De- 
. Ibid. 13. cree ks not publiſhed in his Name, / the Church-Offices 


k 22.. 


1 23 are divided between other Apoſtles, and him as a fellow- 
: partaker 


cl Pet.5.1,2,3. 


(15) 
pattaker 4 in the Work of the Lord, he 1s.b ſent to Sa- , G14. verg. 
| 21aria by the other-Apoſtles, he 1s called to give an c ac- 4 Ads 8. 14. 
ol count of his Commiſſion, he is d pablickly cenſured by 7 77: 3 
St. Paul. This ground of Primacy being thus overthrown, - 
on Pope's pretended - Superiority will neceſlarily 
all. | | 
| So will the reſt of that Babels Inventions, in point of 
Religion , if we do examine it by the Word of God. 
How can the Pope be called The Head of the Church, if © 
Scripture ſaith, eThat God hath ſubjeFed all things under , pph, r. 22. 
the Feet of Chriſt , arid made him Head over the whole 
Church, which is his Body 2 As in the natural Body there 
is. but one Head, otherwiſe it would be monſtrous, 
ſo in the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, there can be but one 
Head, under what notion ſoever : And in the fame f Epi-.,, *. .. 
file, The Husband is the head of the Wife, as Chriſt is th*® © 
head of his Churchh Now in Marriage there ought to be 
no Lieutenant 3 ſeeing . then Jelus hriſt 1s in the ſame 
manner as in Marriage, no need of a Lieutenant or 
Vicar 3 in the ſame Text Chriſt is called The Head and 
Saviour of the Church, whoſoever then hath the Impu- 
dence to take the Name of Head of the Church, may by 
the ſame reaſon take that of Saviour to it, which is no 
leſs than Blaſphemy. How can they deny all Sins to be 
mortal, when Scripture faith , The g wages of ſor is , cp; , 
death 5 The h Soul that feuneth it ſhall die; Curſed i be hRom.6 3 Y 
. he. that remaineth not in all the things of the Law to do \F%. 18.29 
them : 'k Thongh one had kept the whole Law , yet if be © © 
offendeth in one point, he is guilty of all * How can i 
they fay , Luſt is not Sin ? it Scripture faith, 1 Thos jun. +. 16. 
| ſhalt riot covet : I had not kyown m Sin but by the Law; 
for I had not krown Laſt, except the Law had faid, Thou RENE. 26: 
ſhall 20t covet. Thus as they leſſen the Corruption and * © 
Guilt of Humane Nature, ſo they do what they can 
| to detrat- from, Grace, with ſaying There are Men 
_ perfeQtly juſt i this life, contrary to what David faith, 
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& Rom. 6. 23. know that St. Paul calls eternal life k The gift o 


LY. - : 


 «Pfal 129.3. 4 Lord if thou markeſt our Iniquities , mbo can fland in 


$16. 64-6: thy fights all aur righteouſneſs are as filthy rags : Who 
c Prov. 20.9, © ©au fay my heart is pure? I am free. from ſin. St. Payl 


. 4 Rom. 7. 22, that choſen Veſſel cries out, d O. wretched man that 1 


+. am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of death # St. Joby 

e Johns : Epift. the beloved Diſciple, e If we ſay wa have no ſoy, we -de- 
I. 8. . | ; % > as Ds he 

ceive our ſelves, and the truth of God is not in us. And 

f Jam, 3. 2. St. James ſaith without exception, f In many things we 

offend all. How dare they ſay, we can do. Works of 

Superogation, or more perfect” than thoſe which God 

dath Command, and that theſe very Works do juſtifie 

# Pſl. 142. 2. Us before God 5, contrary to what David faith, g Epter 

zot into judgwent againſt thy Servant, fer no living man. car 

4 Rom. 3.29. be juſtified. in thy fight £ And St. Paul, h No fleſh ſpall be 

Juſtified iv Gods faght by the morks of the Law; and in 

another place, i Knowing that man is not juſtified by 

the Law, but by Faith i» Jeſus Chriſt. *They who would 

have theſe Works meritoriqus of eternal life, ought © 

24d, 

Rom. 11.6. and if by Grace, then it is no more of Works, otherwiſe 

grace is uo more grace : And hereppon St, Lake is very 

Luke 17.10. plain, | When you ſhall have done all thoſe things which 

are commanded you , ſay we are unprofitable Servayts, we 

have. deze that which was our duty to have done ;, again, 

»Eph. 2.8 m By grace you are ſaved throng faith, and that wot of 

your ſelves, for it is the gift of God. In matter of Salva- 

tion, we can never attribute tao little to oup ſelves, nor 

too gnueh te the Grace of God 5 but the Fowgnilh as 

much as 12. them lies, do raiſe their own ftrength, and 

derogate ' from free Grace; for they think ſome 

cannot -only deſerve eternal life, but alfo degrees .of 

«1 Cor.4.7- Glory in Heaven; poor Wretches, n What hath any 

e received it, Why 


; Gal. 2. 16. 


 #war but mhat he hath received ? and if | 
doth he glory as if he bad nat received it *- 
They go further, and with their Impious Tenets they 
render to the Creature that which 1s due to the wag 
| alone 3 
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alone; they Inſtitnte other Mediators than Chriſt - | 
| When St. Pavl faith, a There is one God, and one Mediator , T1. ;. 
| between God and man, the Man Chriſt J:ſus ; 1f there be 
many Mediators, there muſt alſo be many Gods, for God 
and - Mediator” are joyned 3 and the word Ore in the 
Original is equivalent to that of alone or only 3 thus 
in another place it is uſed, there is b Oze Lord, one Eph. 4. s. 
Faith, one Baptiſjy. Now our Saviour faith, c 1 am the, John 14. 6. 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, none come to the Father but 
by me: d Neither is there Saluation in any other : e We * + 2. 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righte-"* OR 8: 
ows. *'Tis then for Interceſſion as for Redemption, 
' . Which 1s a very improper Diſtinftion of theirs : Why 
then ſhould we go to Saints? £ To whow ſhould we go,fJohn 6. 68' 
thou haſt the words of eternal life. Saints do not know | 
what paſſes on. Earth, g The dead kpow not any thing 5 g Eccleſ. g. 5. 
þ Abraham 5s ignorant of ws, and Ifracl kyows us not. _ 
That part of theirs, namely their Soul which is in Hea- 7 
ven (for the Body lies in the Grave) is altogether taken 
-up with the beatifical Vifion. I know they ſay, Saints 
_ are God's Friends, and that by ſach means 'tis uſual'to 
have aeceſs to Princes; but in Scripture there 1s nothing 
commanded to that purpoſe, 'and why ſhould we go to 
Servants, when the only beloved Son offers us his Fa- 
vour, and calls us to himſelf, i Come unto me all ze; nah rr.cg. 
that labour and are heavy laden, -and 1 wilt give you reſt. | 
"They add, Saints are like Lieutenants of Princes, to 
-whom they preſent Petitions 3. ſo they make them'to be 
Maſters of. Requeſts to God. "Tis true, Princes want 
fach Men, becauſe they ſtand'in need of being informed 3 
bur God is every where, and knows all things by him- 
fl" This is their way of bringin g ſach weak Arguments 
' to uphold .thofe Dreams and Fancies which they have” 
introduced into Religion, to make part of it, when 
they ought to know -that ſach Compariſons are lame, 
and may at the moſt ſerve toilluſtrate, but not toprove a 
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- thing ſpecially of ſach 4 nature as relates to Religion; but 
we do not fo, we bring formal Texts 'of Scripture 


to prove our Articles of Faith, and in great number 
tOO. . >. os 7 er , 

- What ſhall we ſay to that imaginary place of- theirs 
called Purgatory, where after this life the Souls of Be- 
lievers 'muſt be purged with a material Fire of ſome 
fin,..till they be taken out by the bleſſed Virgin, who 


' on every Saturday in the week: goes down to redeem 


ſome, or elſe by Vertue of the habit of one St. Francis 
and of Sta. Clara, which they were buried in, or elſe by 
the means of Indulgences of Pope and Church, or by 
Vertue of Mailes ſaid for them, all which things, Maſles, 
- Indulgences, Habits, Vows, &c. do coſt Monies, and are 
Not gotten for nothing; this purges the Purſes of thoſe 
who are ſo given up to themſelves, as to helieve theſe 
Delnſions and Cheats 3 for one faid very well, The Pope 
is the Head of the Raman Church . (if it deſerves that 
name) Maſs is the Soul. For it is that great Diane 


« Afts 19, 25,4 Which procures gairi to do. many, Merchants and 


Craftſmen, and the Purgatory 3s the Belly ;, for it fills the 
Coffers, and makes the Pot to boil to feed thgſe lazy 
Droons, Beſides,this imaginary place,they alſo have forged 
'two others, the Limbas of the Fathers, where they pre- 
' tend the ancient Fathers and Believers laid till our Savi- 
vours death. The other is the Limbas' or place for 
Children , where go thoſe who. die withont Baptiſin, 
Names, and- things altogether unknown. to. Scriptures. 
How far doth the Spirit of Man run in the way of de. 
lafion 2 when 'bnce *tis in it, there .is no end: What 
doubts, troitbles, and perplexities muſt theſe. Opiniqns 
lead Men into , when we : do reſt upon. that: Promiſe 


} x Jokn 3,3, and Truth of Scripture, b That the blood of Feſws Chriſt - 


cleanſeth us from all ſms We make no. ſuch mock at 
God as to fay, God forgives the Guilt, but inflicts the 
Pain; a Mans fins are forgiven him but for Hundreds 

| : | — 
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burned in Purgatory 3 which in plain Engliſh. is to fay, 
A condemned Man hath his Pardon, but he muft be 


hanged for all that. This is. to have % wrong opinion 


or Thouſands of years he muſt be. tormented and 


of the Mercies of God, and to value them leſs than 


Monies, which can purchaſe the Habits and Indulgencies, 
and pay far the Maſles I mentioned a little above : But 


what' doth St. Peter ſay ? a Ton were not redeemed with # " Pet. r. 18, 


corruptible things, as gold and ſilver, but with the precious 
blood of Feſus Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh and with- 
ont ſpot. h X | = 

I will ſpeak but few words of two Popiſh Doctrines 
* more, Which though they be of different nature, I 


jJoyn them, becanſe holy Scripture puts them together, 


but with a notable Character 5 'tis about a Command 
. to abſtain from certain Meats, as may be Fleſh in Lex, 
and upon Fridays, and a Prohibition from Marrying, as 
in that Church 'tis uſed in relation to Prieſts 3 which 
two things, after b Scripture, we may very well call 
Do@rines of Devils, and departing from the Faith, giving 
heed to ſeducing Spirits. - And though theſe two only be 
named there, 1t may be very well applied ta, many 


19. 


24.1 Tim. 4. 1, 


2 Jy 49 Se 


other. Articles of that. Religion; that Text is to be 


read with attention, nothing can be more plainly ſpo- 
ken, and *tis ſhange to hear how after this, Cardinal 


Campaggio one of the Pope's Legats at the Councit of 


Trent ſhould be fo impudent as to argue it c to be better 
for 4 Prieſt to keep *a. Whore thin to marry ; for, faith he, 
when he keeps one he knows he doth ill, confeſſes him- 
ſelf, and obtains Abſolution 3 bat if he marries, he 
thinks he doth well, ſo doth not come to Confeſſion, 
dieth without Abſolution, and. conſequently .in a ſtate 
of Damnation 3 this' is a pleaſant way. of arguing; by 
the by let me take notice about 'the pretended Sacra- 


ment*they call Confeſſion, I look upon it as a great' 


encouragement to Sin (though they would have us to 


2 __"* believe 


C Sleidan. 


Bellarm. de 


Monacis, lis. V. 


tap. 3. 
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ntrary) for let'one be gnilty of the'moſt 
odious and horrid Sin that can be, when he hath confef- 
{cd it, and done the impoſed Penance,which is commonly 
eaſie and. trivial, ſappoſe it be to walk bare feet even 
under the Gallows, which,  amgngſt them is lookt upon 
as very ſevere, inſtead of going-to ſuch a Church, ſay- 
ing their Beads ſo many times; upon this, Abſolution 1s 
obtained, and then they think themſelves as clear from 
that and other ſins, -as if they had never been commut- 
ted :.Is not this an encouragement to begin upon a new 
ſcore? and isit nota Blaſphemy to ſay that any but God 
can forgive Sins ? We do not deny but that Miniſters , 
may. do it by way of Declaration, that when a Sinner 
doth tyaly repent of his ſins, they are forgiven him, 
b Exck. 18.21, for God hath ſaid ſo, þ but no man -can. do. it as a 
ws Judge, and by form of Juriſdiction, which 1s the queſtion - 
between. Papiſts and us. One thing more I muſt here _ 
_ obſerve how much that Society hath learned to mukiply 
_ things, for as they have multiplyed the two places, Hea- | 
ven and Hell to five, adding Pargatory and the two |, + 
Timbus, mentioned before; ſo to the two Sacraments, 
Baptiſa# and -the Lords Supper they added five more, 
amongſt which is Confeffion, fo is alſo Marriage, which 
: Epþ.5.37,32, Decaule St. Paul cn the Huſtration he —_— f  Chriſts- 

* * Union with his Church, by the Compariſon of that be-_ 
tween Husband and Wife, the word Myſtery is aſed, 
with relation to Chriſt's Union with his Church, not to 
Marriage , they would have it to -be a Sacrament 3 if 
ſo, then Babylon the Great muſt be a Sacrament, for there 

-# Rev. 7.5. 1s d Myſtery Babylon the Great. Moreover they would have 
the vertue of the Sacraments to depend upon the inten- 

| tion of the Prieſt, a thing very ſtrange in it ſelf, though. 

not as coming, from them, who are uſed to vent all. 
manners of Abſurdities 3 if therefore when a Bjſhop. 

amongſt them gives Ordination (for: this alſo is one of 

their Sacraments) and hath not*the intention, that Man 
_ 


a Mark 2. 7. 


rriages he 
bleſſeth are no Marriages, but Concubmnages 3 he 
baptizes, | but there is no Baptiſm 3 and in the great 
Ceremony of the Mas, if the Prieſt who fays it, hath 
no intention to Conſecrate, then there 15 no Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, the little W afet remains Wafer, and all thoſe 
who adore it, adore a piece of Wafer, a Creature, and fa 
are guilty of high Idolatry 3 and how can they be ſar 
the Prieſt hath an intention to Conſecrate ? | 
But*tis time for me'to ſay ſomething about that which 
they call Maſs,'*tis, ſay they, a Sacrifice Expiatory for the 
fins of the living and of the dead; ſurely this people would 
bring in a new Covenant, for they intraduce new Me- 
diators, new Sacraments, new Prieſts, ntw Altars, new 
Sacrifices, unknown to Chriſt, to his Apoſtles, and to 
holy Scriptuee , and their words Mafo, Tranſubſgantia- 
tion, accidents without. ſubſtance, are Barbarous,- the 
. Language of Bahel, and not .of Sioz 3 «tis known to 
every Chriſtian how. Chriſt 35 the end of the Law, how 
all legal Ceremonies and Sacrifices ceaſed, after the 
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Sacrifice of himſelf upon the Croſs, when he ſaid, a 4/ -Jotn 19. 30. 


# fulfilled, or *tis finiſhed 3 .ho more Sacrifices but of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving , in remembrance of that - 


lame Sacrifice upon the Croſs, whereby he b ſaved ws ow b Gal. 3. 13. 
pd 


the Curſe of the Law, being .mazle a Curſe for #« : C 


the Lamb of God which taketh away the fans of the World, Jn 7 od 


and there 


# 20 Salvation in any other. & He bath ap- d Ads 4. 12. 


peered once for the deſtruttipn of Sin by the. Sacrifice of hinz- « Heb.g.26,28, 


ſelf : . Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins of many, and 
unto them that look, for him, ſhall he appear the ſecond 
time without fs unto Salvation. Read the whole Chapter, - 


offering of the Body of Chrift once for a{l; and further, 14. 
one offering . be hath perfeFed for epgr them that are 
ſaudtified. . Why then to reiterate a real; perfe&, and 
ſafcient Sacrifice, and again expoſe the glorious ey : 
0 


| in the following, f We are ſanTified» through the f Heb, to, 20, - 
y 


 — .#Heby:526.of Chriſt to ſuffering, for he cannot a be offered often 
If without Chg ſuffering 2 This mock- Sacrifice of the Maſs 
_ they call 

hear or read- in Scriptures of: an: Expiatory Sucrifice, 

Without the death and deſtruftion of the thing offered ; 
uh for St. Paul in that ſame 9th. Chap. of the Hebrews v. 22. 
_ faith, Without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion. - Now 
| they confeſs that in this pretended Sacrifice, is no 
ſhedding of blood, conſequently it cannot be Expiatory 
for the fins of the living, much leſs for thoſe of the dead, 
= whom neither Prayers. nor Sacrifices are to be 
made: 
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abominable paxts of that Myſtery of Iniquity, which, as 
much as in it lies, is deſtruCtive of: the Sacrifice of the Lord 
-Jeſus upon the Croſs,and contains a multiplication of Er- 
rors, Aabſurdities,and Idolatry 3 and if there was but this 
difference between Papiſts and us; it were a juſtand more 
than ſufficient yround to keep us from joyning with 
them. It is contrary to Scripture, to Reaſon , and 
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$ Lake 22, 19. of the Lords Supper, b Our Saviour took Bread, 
bleſſed and broke it, and gave it vo them, ſaying, this (that 

- 1s the Bread broken and bleſſed) is my Body which is 

_ given for you, do this in remembrance of me. This 1s all 

| that appeared of that ation, no Sacrifice offered, his 

Body was in his place, and conſequently could not be 

eaten by. them 3 this manner of ſpeaking, is, for ſegrifies 

' or #« the ſign of, is commonly uſed in the O/d and New 

. _ 41. 26, Teſtament, thus Joſeph ſaid to Pharoah, c The ſever good 


' years, and the ſeven thin and ill-favoured Kine that came 
#þ after theft are ſeven years, and the ſeven empty liars 
blaſted. ſhall be ſever years of Famine. And 1n the obfer- 
vation of the Pafcover to which ynder the New Teſta- 
ment the Lords Supper hath ſacceeded the gy” 


We. 
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Expiatory- for Sinsz ' but did any one ever 


I look upon this Maſs as one of the moſt odious and 


to Senſe; to Scripture, as appears by the Inſtitution 


+. hah” 
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Kine are ſeven years, and the ſeven good Ears are ſeven 
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Bread wherewith it was eaten, is called a The Bread of «Dent. 16. 3. 
AffliFion, and let this ſerve: for ſo many Inſtances in the 

Id Teftament; in the New our Saviour faith, He is 
the b Vine, his Father the Hwehandman. c TheFathers did , Mes, 
all eat the ſame Spiritual Meat, and did. all drink, the .*; "4 
ſame Spiritual Drink , for they all drank of the Spiritual, | 
Rock, that followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt. Chriſt 
was aimed at as.-the true Object of moſt of thoſe things 
in the Wilderneſs performed by God's Order ; and the 
Miniſtery of Moſes, who repreſented Chriſt, for in this 
Chap. Baptiſm in the Cloud and in the Sea is ſpoken 
of, than of their ſpiritual eating and drinking, whi- 
ther the Paſsover of which St. Paul ſaith, Chriſt is our 
Paſcover, or of the Manna wherefore in the ſame Ve. 16.; 
* following Chap. 11. the Apoſtle falls upon the matter 

® of che Lords Supper. Now in other places of Scripture 

Chriſt is ſometimes called - 7 he Way, the Bread from Hea- 

ven, &c. Which are all improper manners of ſpeaking, 

not to: be taken according to. the Letter : but what 

need we go farther than the Inſtitution of this holy 
Sacrament ore it 3 for it cannot be denied that 
- the words of the diſtribution of the Cup do contain a 
double Figure. Our Saviour faith, This Cups (there is a. 
Metoniny ) meaning the Wine in the Cup. Thus SY 
amongſt all Nations *tis uſual to call for a Glaſs of | 
Wine, that is, for Wine in a-Glaſs, for there is na 

Glaſs made of 'Wine. Several inſtances could be. pro- 

duced. to prove how ſuch way of ſpeaking is common 

amongſt us. Then 2ly, Here is a vitible Metaphor or 

manner of ſpeaking, when our Saviour faith, d, This. Gy jr.uke +220. 

that is, the Wine in the Cup, # .the New Teſtament in 
, zty-: blood.. How, can a. Cup of Wine be called. a Teſta- 

ment £ then after the Conſecration *tis- by our Saviour 

called e The Fruit of the Vine, and not his Blood, as , yuunt.16.29, 
before ; farther he doth not Command them to offer a * 
Sacrifice, but .to do, that which they had ſeen lym. do. 
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; eh); 
Ie Remeimbricnce of bim. And in ſeveral other places of 
"vba Scripture” this is called a The breaking of Prob and not 
the Sacrifice of his Body after his Reſurredtion : _ 
v1 Cor. 10.16. $t, Panl faith; b 1he*Cup of bleſſong which we bleſs, 3s 

| not the Communion . of he blood of Chriſt-? The Bread 
which we break, is it not the Bi Boom of the Body of 
Chriſt? Tis Bread, and not the Body of Chriſt that 
is broken, and the Holy Ghoſt foreſee i0g the abomi- 

nable abuſe which in tld ſhould be made of that holy 
Sacrament, takes a ſpecial care to have the made 
#1 Cor. 11.23, Cleared by St. Pal, c where tis plainly called Eating 
24, 25s 26, 27, of this Bread, drinking of this Gap 5 and this eating and 
RT drinking 7 remembrance of of Chriſt, and fo doing we ſhew 
the Lords death till he comes that is, at the laſt day to 
4 Adts 3.21. Jadge the World, till which tifte d Heaven muſt re- 
ceive him nntil the time of reſtitution of all things, and then ® 
« Afs1.11. he e ſhall cone in like manner as the Diſciples The him go 
#75 thatis, vitibly , Which cannot be aſſerted of that 
| pretended _— of his to the Maſs. What they-ob- 
Jet of the 6th of John, Except you os and drink 
R dah you carmot have cternal ti tion to that 
holy Sacrament which was inſtituted rr not long be- 
fore his deaths yet we find there a Reproof of the 
fJohn 6. 63. graſs apprehenfion of thoſe of Capernaum, Thef words I 


hk Fo you are "ub if oietves and life, it is the ſpirit that quickeneth, 


vi even i this is contrary” to Scripture, I 
maſt- now demonſtrate it to be againſt natural reaſon; 
it deſtroys the nature of a Sacrament, which ever con- 
fiſts of a_viſible ſign and of an inviſible Grace thereby 

on: it deſtroys the being of a+ natnral Body, 

W at the ſame time, cannot be' in many, or rather 

thouſands of places 3 for this 'reafon onr Savijour's $ 0- 

rified Body is in Heaven at the right hand of the Father, 
' and they who ſeek that glorious Body in the Sacrament 
otherwiſe than in a ſpiritual way, do deſerve the Cen- 
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ſure "A to the Maries in the Goſpel, a Why ſeek, ye 


the living amongſt the dead 2 Again, how can it conſiſt 
with reaſon, that the Body of. Jeſus. Chriſt ſ{hopld; be-as. 
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Luke 24. 5. 


tall and big, and with all its dimenſions, as on the Croſs; © '' © 


in a little Wafer of about the bigneſs of a Crown? or 
rather in one point, for they fay, there are as many 
Bodies as Crums. And here by the by I muſt take notice 
that Bread, and nota Wafer is to be uſed according to 
the Inſtitution, and upon the accunt of the Aralogy,: for 
Bread feeds our Bodies, and a Wafer wants that nutritive 
faculty 3 in this alſo it deſtroys reaſon , with making 
accidents fubſiſt without their ſubſtance, a form without 
A matter 3 much could be ſaid upon, this Subje&, but-I 
forbear, becauſe ſome: great Philoſophers of /theirs, -as 
 Carteſins,&c. have ſhewed the impoſiibilty of theſe things, 
upon which account ſome places of- their Books are 
diſapproved and condemned. One thing more I muſt 
ſay in relation to the Wafer, it-puts me in mind of. what 
the Prophet 1/azah faith, b The Carpenter ſtretched out his 
Rule, he hewed down Cedars, and taketh the Cypreſs and 
the Oak « he will take thereof and warm himPelf ; yea he 
kindleth it , and baketh Bread, yea he maketh: a gad. ant! 
worſhippeth it, he maketh a graven Image, and falleth dows: 
thereto, &c. So the Prieſt hath made a: Wafer, whereof 
may be a partis given or ſpoiled, with another part he 
will ſeal his Letters, and with another. part he makes 
his God, falls down. before and adores it, .and maybe 
faies with one of their- own, He who created me without 
me is now created by me. This, with the worſhipping of 


b Ia. 44. from 


13. to 20.verlf. 


Images, are the greateſt hinderances to the Converſion.of 


Jews and Mahometans; Turks daily upbraid Chriſtians 

with theſe words, lou Raſcally Chriftiars, you make your 

| God and eat it when all is done. .  ', 
_ "This alſo gunlays ſenſe , but Faith deſtroys neither 
reaſon nor ſenſe : St. Joh: ſaies 

heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, and our hangs 
ave 


, © That which we have ,, jy 1. 


"ean3 - Y* 
* hive Labilled : that declare We unto Jon * And to con 
vince” Thomas his Diſci e , our Saviour ſaith to him 
FR 7 AP a Reach hither thy finger knd behold 'my hands, and yeach 
hither” thy hand: and th wnſt tt into my Side, and 'be not 
faithleſs, but believing. When Miracles have been done, 
Senſes were convinced, as when our Saviour turned 
6 John2.9,10- Water into Wine in Cane, b it had the accidents, that 
ſs; colour and taſt of Wine ; For the Ruler _of the Feaſt 
ſaid to the Bridegroom, every man at the oc herd doth 
; (| ſet forth good Wine, and when men have well drank , then 
3K that which is worſe 5 but thou haſt kept the good Wine untz 
| \28 | ow. And when the Lord Jeſus did other Miracles, the 
ſenſes of people were convinced of them. Thus our Saviour 
ſaid! to the Diſciples whom Joh»: Baptiſt had ſent to 
« Matth.11.4,5 him, Tell him the things you ſee, c The blind recover their 
fieht,the Lame walk , the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, 
and the dead are raiſed, &c. Yet Papiſts out of a tranſcen- 
' -  _... dent Itpiidence, Tyraniiy, or Blindneſs, would have us 
... * to deny our own Senfes, and. make me believe I eat 
Fleſh, when I am fare 'tis Bread 3 that I drink Blood, 
when I ſee and taſt it 1s Wine. That here is a natural 
Body which muſt havea Head, Eyes, Ears, Noſe, Mouth, 
Ariths &c. when'by my Eyes I am convinced *tis but 
a little Wafer 3 ſtrely they muſt take me for a mad' or 
a Bedlam-Man, or they muſt be ſach themſelves ; this 
and other Abſurdities filly and ignorant people muſt 
believe to be: moſt; true, yea though they ſhonld fay,. 
they have ſeen the San at. Midnight,” which IF maintam 
to' be no' more abſard'than the other: 'Tis not"enotigh 
to juſtifie theſe Abſirdites, to fay God is Almighty, : and 
can; do all things; no Man doubts of God's Omnipo- 
tency, but his Power is acted 'by his Wiſdom and: 
Truth 3 God, will, not gainſay himſeff, nor do . things 
;mplying contradidtion, oa he catinot deny himſelf; 
he will not make a thing to be and not to be, to be 
a natural Body, and | not to have the effential ers 
O 


(27) ” 
of a. natural Body ; in this: the revealed Will. of God, 
and not our extravagant Fancies, muſt be the Rule of 


. What we ought to believe, or not to believe 3 God doth 


f QA 


not all what he can, he can, . if. he ; pleaſes, ,: create. new 
Worlds, deſtroy. this, and do, many more things. which 
he will not do 5. but he cannot lye, 2 deny himfelf;;-or . . Tim.2.r3, 
do things contrary to his Nature and Attributes. '-/, 

But I have been long upon this Point, ſo muſt -paſs 
to afew things more (and. that briefly tog) which are con- 
demned by Scripture.; Nothing can.be more plain againſt, . . ,, 
Service in the Church in-an unknown Tongue, then' what —_ 
St. Paul faith, b to whom I reter the Reader, to peruſe ; , cor. +4 
the whole Chapter 3 this is one of the, things. which | 
makes me to hope, that in; theſe times.. people; -willnot 
ſaffer themſelves to be ſeduced, to,gp to;thaz Babel: whene . _. 
they are Barbarians one to: another ,* as' are people and | 
Prieſt when he faith Maſs, this 1s a kind of Judgment: -:--- - 
For c in the Law it is written with men of other Tongues © i Cora, 
will I ſpeak with this people, wherefore Tougnes| are for goon 
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-and Forttnes, and ventured Liberties and Lives to get 


into places where they might ſerve God, as they did be- 


fore, with freedom and liberty. 

Having ſpoken of the Lords Supper, I maſt not omit 
the Sacritegious Imptety of the-Church of Rowe, in de- 
priving people of the Cup, and giving but one part 
of that holy Sacrament. Tis moſt certain our Saviour 
Inſtituted 1t in both kinds, For a he took the Cup and. 
gave Thanks, and gave it to them , ſaying, Drink ye all 
5 Mark 14.23. Of it: And in the 14th of Mark 'tis obſerved, b They all 

drank of it. Tis very remarkable that the word A/ is. 
Joined, not with the eating of the Bread, but with the 


# Matth.26.27 


drinking of the Cup 5, for thereby the Holy Ghoſt hath. 


fore-warned, us againſt the abuſe to come. St. Paul doth: 
c x Cor.10.17, JOYM'themn,- c For -we who are ' many, are Partakers of the 
ſame Bread, and of the ſame Cap. This laſt part is not 
d In 2 Bible jn/ ati. Bibles, but-*ris contained in one d of the Popiſh 


"printed in Rou- p-1. Ws | -: >. . : | 
jo by" Ra: - Bibles; the ſame are joined, when mention is made of 


arp > rg thoſe underthe whole Teſtament, who in the ſame Chap- 
Va e gs 


Printer, 1612. 0 'x Cor. r6:'3, 4: \Did all eat” the ſame "Spiritual Meat, 


and did all Drink the ſame Spiritual Drink, -which was- 
Chriſt. The Council ' of Conſtance, which'was held in the- 
year, 1414. knew' and: owned - that the'Lord'iJeſtts. 
Chriſt: had Inſtituted the'Sacrament under: both kinds). 
Bread ' and - Wine'' that ''the- Apoſtles 'and \ Prifnitive 
Church had alſo praQtſed' it; but fay they, for good rea-- 
ſorr(beſt known to themſelves) they thoughrt'fit to alter 
it; andigive -only i the Bread. to' the people : Seeing they 
undertake to-alter:that-which Chriſt hath Inſtituted; and: 
accordingly his Apoſtles'/praQifed 3 they muſt think their 
Anthority atleaſt as great and infallible as that of Chriſt 
and” of his Apoſtles ; but ſee the infallibility of ſach cor-- 
rupt and” partial Aflſemblies, for more than about ſeven: 


years after," the Council of Baſil reftored' and: granted 


the: Cnp-to 'the't Bohemians, Yet hear what faith the 


e5:[21.Com.2. Council of Trent, e If any one ſays that the Catholick 
7 FRI" Church 


Al O\. i 


| ME 0 
Church was' not moved with juſt Cauſes and Reaſons to 
mke the Seculars and Pricſts who do not Officiate, receive 
only under the kind of Bread, or that the Charch erred' in 
it, let him-be Anathema. This is very MagiCterially 'de- 
cided, yet-let us ſee what theſe juſt Cauſes 'and: Reaſons 
are; ONE 1s that as every: drop-in the Cup,. is the-whole 
Blood and Body of Chriſt 5 if one drop ſhould fall out 
of the mouth upon a: beard, or on the ground.it would be 
a loſs and- a prophanation of that whole Blood: and 
Body 3 in caſe ſich accident ſhould happen, they would 
be put to it, as when the Wafer falls and ts'broken into 
pieces, which hath befallen ſeveral times, even lately 
within theſe two or three years in Pars, when the Glaſs. 
before it falling, the Ido), did fall likewiſe 1n the Street, 
and the Prieſt who carried it, having for Pennance put 
a Rope about his Neck, fell a ſcraping upon the ſtones, . 
and gathered the pieces of his God together iwith dirt 
and duſt. Another reaſon is, that as the Body. con- 
tains: the Blood, 'fo the Bread being tranſubftantmred 
doth alſo contain it 5 Fet for all 'this-care of theirs,” do- 
not ſee how, according to'their Principles, they can:pre- 
vent that prophanation they ſeem- ſo folliciteus to'hin-- 
der; for. that 'holy Body being taken into the mouth, 
muſt go downitrito*the ſtomach; thence/to the belly, 
and ſo to a filthy-place, unfit for {6 hoty aithing as 1s 
the glorified Body'of our Savionrs! 'tis:iev danger of be- .- | 
ing eaten by-Rats,: Mice, and Dogs, 'and:to fall into the 
dirt, as T-ſaid juſt now,when carried about. - And:muſt this: 
- holy thing be eaten by" Doge# No ſarth-a>St. Matthew, 
Muſt wicked Men, a Judas, and-ſuchilike;: be-fed-with © ".” 
this heavenly Bread, which if any* one eats" of," he 'b ſhall, c _ 
live for ever, and if any one eats his fleſh und: drinks his 6. - 
blood, he dwells in (of and Chriſt in him 2 Is \t'poſlible 
that a Miſcreant and: Unbelever, called: Dog_and\Swine,. 
'to whom holy things. and Pearls -are not :to' be given, 
ſhould eat the fleſh of Chniſt; and live in him? on mo 
INK. 
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* think che would give his, precious Fleſh to eat and his 
holy Blood ?-\ yea that Blood of the New Covenant to 
drink, for thoſe whom. he would not {o much as to 
pray -for, a Judas, a, Traytor, for ſo many Sons of Per- 
dition > Is-that precious Blood, of fo. fmall avalue? Let 
Papiſts make theſe things agree, as they muſt, according 
to their Principles, 'tis beyond my power to reconcile 
them with the Word of God, nor that ſame Tranſub- 
ſtantiation with the accident that befel the Emperor 
a Feſciculus Henry: the Seventh, « who as all the World knows was 
(7 p0ramemm0 by. a Prieſt poiſoned with a'conſecrated Water z ſo was 
Hh Pope Y:For the Third,and Hezry Archbiſhop of ork; and 
*tis moſt certain the ſubſtance of the poiſon remained : 
for the Body. of Chriſt/is no poiſon. 7, 1.1 
- Something -1 muſt ſay about Images, warſhiping of 
Saints; ahd-of Miracles, which have a kmd of connexion 
and dependance of one upon the other : As to the firſt, - 
certainly. the abuſe in that Church 1s very great 3 in 
5 Exod. 20, Scriptures/'tis exprelly farbidden b to make any Image 
of any. thing in Heaven ,_ upon Earth | or,under the 
Waters. The. Second Commandment is- poſitive 'upon 
it, wherefore Papiſts have thought it fit to make-alte- 
ration in the firſt Table of the Law, and to reduee :to 
tliree, the four Precepts of it. Under the Old Teſtament 
God was ;ſo careful to retew .that-Commandment;,for 
« Dent. 4. 15, Which he-gives/Reaſons, .c Keep your Souls |cafefully, you 
76, &c. never ſaw any: likeneſs of your God, when he ſpoke to you 
i. Horeb, leſt. perapiventyre being deceived, you. make gra- 
 _ _ en [nidges, or likeneſs of ary Male or (Female. 1ſaiah faith, 
« 40.18. 1d: Toiwhord thettii will yeilike God? mnd- what likenefs will 
e Rom. 1. 21, yo" compare unto him. For this: St. Part e Calls ine 
22,23 Fools: for changing the Glory of the Incorruptible God into 
— - an. Immge : made like. corriiptible Man, aud to Birds, :and 
four<footed Beaſts, and creeping things. As :this wasithe 
Chara@er- of :the Romans, when: Heatliens,.16 'tis:of the 
Romans when Chriſtians 3 who make bold to m_ 
Ent 
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ſent God the Father like an old Man, with grey Head 

and Beard ; fometimes like a: Pope with a three-fold 

Crown3' God the Son like a- Lamb, -and'the Holy'Ghoſt 

in' the ſhape of a Dove. Will not God! fay- to then, 

Who required this at your hands £ Here follows the 
puniſhment , a For this canſe God gave them up unto vile © Rom. 1.26, 
affettions, and gave them unto a reprobate mind, b Images ;734,”, 8 
are' Teachers of hes. which as c David ſays, Have Bars but « Plal. 115.5,6, 
hear not, Eyes but ſee not, Month yet ſpeak, not, Hands and'® 

handle not, Feet bnt walk, not, neither ſpeak, they throngh 

their throat 5 they that make them are like unto them, ſo every 

one that truſteth in them. For all this the Church of 

Rome hath them not only' of the three: Perſons of the 

blefled Trinity, but alſo-to' go againft every part of the 
Commandment, of Angels, as Michael, Gabriel, and of 

Saints dead and alive, 'and are not content to have 

them, but alſo to Worſhipthem. *This the ſecond Council 

of Nicer hath decreed, and'calls thoſe Hypoerites who 

ſay they ought to be only' worſhiped and” honionred, 

but not adored. d YVaſques the Jeſuit affirms it with hard 
circumſtances, 'Bellarmin e de imaginibus SanGFornm 5 and d Lib.de adora-. 
whett the Council of Trext came upon that Point, they 777% = 
approved the' Canon of that 24 'Niceak Council 3 'and f 5:9; 25.4ar.2. 
all the World: knows how violent* and ftirrmg were the 

Romaniſts againſt' the Iconoclafts, of Breakers of Images, 

which ſeveral Emperors of - Conflantinople - were for, 

{0 that Papiſts mnſt-not deny this to be the Doftrine 

of thr Church; fitce' ſome bf their Kathors have written 

Books a'purpote- de” cnltr infaginnuny, or the fervice- of | 
Images 3 amongſt others, g Naclantss, &c. F know ſomes Bf __. 
amongſt them are afhamed of it ;'evert at that pretended 
Counct of Treynt,- where all the Errors'of that Church 

were confirmed , four things'wete askedby theEmbaih- 


dors of the” Emperor * Perdiand, of Maxitrilinr King 
of Bohemia, by thoſe of Francis the Second, and after 
of Charles IX. of France, and thoſe of the Duke of Bavaria. 
wi Ihe 
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"The four bings were, the Service to be performed mm 


a known Language, Marriage granted to Prieſts, The 
Cup reſtored:to the People, And a regulating of. Wor- 
ſhip rendred to Images, but with no ſucceſs, as all the 
World knows. TR | 

They who would excuſe or palliate the thing, do ſay 
the Honour rendred to the Images, is relatively to the 
Perſon it repreſents, for they are no ſuch Fools as to 
believe the Image can _do any thing for them 3 how- 
ever I fay tis enough they look out for ſuch an Image, 
and kneel. before it. Do they think that the Jews in 
the Wilderneſs had ſo much forfeited common ſenſe 
and reaſon, as to believe that the Calf, towards the 
| as Exod. 32, - making of whiel their. 4 Wives had given their Ear- 
rings, Bracelets, and Rings of Gold, was the God that 
brought them out of Egypt? Noſurely, for it had been 
made after that time in the Wilderneſs 3 ,yet for all this 
God looks upon it as one of the higheſt pieces of Idola- 
try that could have been committed againſt his Majeſty, 
for which he would have deſtroyed them, had not 
Moſes ſtood in the Gap 3; yet. God pronounced this 
dreadful threatning , Whew l viſt I will remember it ; 
though a great Judgment had been executed upon ſeve- 
ral of them and to this day there isa- ſaying amongſt 
the Jews, That no Judgment of God is infliged upon 
them, but there 1s 1n it ſome grain of the Golden Calf; 
but no need of publiſhing this Idolatry 3 what one or 
few Men. of that Religion have written, is not.. to be 

' taken for the Dof&rine of that Church, as the Books 
abon Grace, written by the Jarſeniſts, will not be ad- 
mitted to be the Docrine of their Church 3 but it muſt be 
what their Councils and Popes have determined, and 

. what is their. general Practiſe | 

. :Nowit 1s moſt certain that ſeveral Images, as that of 
 .Loretto, and others pretended to be Miraculous, are 

_ "F viſited, ſerved, vowed and prayed to; as to the num- 

| ; ber 
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berof theſe, we may ſay to them what the Prophet . ſaid #Jer. 17. 13, 


to the Jews, As the number of thy Cities, ſuch is the number 
of thy gods O Judah. For to come to their Saints which 
have ſucceeded to the gods of the Heathens ; .No State, 
no Town, no Pariſh, no Company of Tradeſmen ; and 
I dare ſay, no ſuperſtitious Perſon amongſt them but 
| hath his Saint, and his Protector; thoſe who go to Sea, 
and upon Waters, have St. Nicholas the new Neptune ; 
St. George and St.' Marti» with' other Champions 
are the new Mars; . ſo for ſeveral forts of .Diſeaſes , 
St. Rock, for the Plague, St. Marr for the Itch and Scab, 
&c. So Beaſts have their Patrons, St. Antony for Swine 
and Horſes ; St.Gallz#for Poultry : Of all this I could make 
a longenumeration:And to theſe Saints they make Images, 
conſecrate Churches, dedicate Altars, appointholy Days, 
and as to the Service and Honour they make imaginary 
Diſtin&tions. © The Worſhip yielded to Saints, is called 
Dwlia, to the Virgin Superdulia, and to God Latria; and 
'tis to be obſerved as to ſome of theſe Saints, either it 
doth not appear that ever there were ſuch perſons in 
the World as St. Chriſtopher, or elſe they were Rogues 
Canonized (as they call it) or made Saints by Popes, holy 
Men too, as well as they who juſtly ſuffered for oppoſing 
or murthering of Princes, as 1 homas Beket, Fames Clement, 
and thoſe which the Reverend Society of Jeſuits can 
muſter up, &*c. and theſe made Saints for Intereſt, Bri- 
bery, Faction 3 one faid very well, Thoſe are upon Earth 
honoured as Saints, whoſe Souls are perhaps tormented in 
Hel. And now in Rowe tis a Common faying, that 
the Pope when. he hath made a French Saint, muſt the 
next time make a Spaniard, and afterwards other Nati- 
ons muſt have their Turns: Nothing ſo ridiculous as 
" . their Ceremonies, and Formalities | about making new 
Saints : As to the bleſſed Virgin, they make a Goddeſs of 
her andgive her the fame Title; agamſt which in the time 


of the Jews the Prophet b complains ſo much,namely, The $ Jer. 44- Ty 


Deen 


RES 


Oween of Heaven,which muſt be the Juno of the Heathens: 


# Ads 10. 25, 
26.- 
b ARS 14114, 
I'S. 
c Rev. 19. 10. 


& 22.8, 9. 


They. pray .to- her to command her Son, they. ſay her 
Milk is: as ſaving as the Blood of Chriſt, and fach like 
Blaſphemies,. as are to be ſeen in her Letazy, and clſe- 
where; as for us we honour her as the Mother of our 
Saviour, as full of Grace, and bleſſed amongſt Women 
but (till do look upon her as a Creature, and pive her 
none of the Honour which i due to God alone. 

Now this Service rendered to Saints. and their Images 
is grounded upon ſuppoſed and- ridiculons Miracles , 
which to believe, one muſt have forfeited common ſenſe 
and reaſon ; let their lives of Saints, Legends the Miracles 
of the Virgin, and ſuch Books be read, and one will find 
as much to laugh at, at leaſt, as in Doz @wicksot, Guy 
of Warwick , Renard the Fox, and the like. We will 
find one Francis mad and out of his Wits, One Domi- 


zick full of rage and fury, One Athony in company with 


his Pig, and ſeveral of the prevailing Society with this 


motto fit for them, Venales anime, ibi fas, ubi maxima 


merces : And as their number is great, ſo they are divided 
into ſeveral Claſſes z ſome with 4/5 and Cow are of the 
Society of Jeſus at his Birth, others with Judas during 
his life, 'and others with the Thieves at his death. There 
would be matter enough to fill up whole Volumes about 
the Miracles of theſe Saints, and of their Relicks; and 
though in ſome places ſome laugh at them, in others, 
people are ſo þlind that they would look upon one as 
a Miſcreant and Infidel, who_ would not believe thoſe 
nonſenſical Miracles, though never ſo ridiculous, which 
they reckon to be pie fraudes,or pious Cheats. There are 


ſome of thoſe pretended Saints, or Wretches alive, which - 
do not refuſe part of that Honour which they pretend to - 


be due to their Saints,whilſta St. Peter refuſed it from Corne- 
lins, b St. Paul and Barnabas rent their Clothes, when they 
faw at Lyſtria people coming to Sacrifice to them, and 
the Angel c twice refuſed it from St. Johve. 
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Theſe and many more , which , for brevity-ſake I 

omit, are the Abuſes which the Church of Rome is guilty 
of, which might eaſily be reformed, if they. would but 
hearken to the Word of God, and be-ruled by 1t 3 but 
they refuſe it, ſome out of Ignorance, others-out 'of 
Ingereſt z yet under the Old Teſtament, this -was the 
praCtife of the Church, for under 4 Fehoſaphat's Refor- » + Chron. 17; 
mation was according to Scriptures, the fame was done 9- 
under b Hezekzah, according to the-Law of the Lord. Aﬀeer 5 » chron. 31 
their return from the Captivity, they who reformed 3+ 
Divine Worſhip, did it as 7t 3s written in the Law 
| Moſes the man of God. Thus by our fore-Fathers 'twas 

practiſed 1n the laſt Age, in that blefled Reformation, 
which to Seal ſo many ſhed their blood, and loſt their 
| lives for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and of his Truth ; 

they ever declared, and ſo we ſtill, that all we 
deſire, is to have Doarine and Worſhip ſetled accord- © 

ing to the Word of God. This was the praiſe of our | 
Lord and Saviour, c beginning at Moſes and all the Pro- © Luke 24. 27. 
phets, he expounded to them in all the Scriptures the 

things concerning himſelf; thus did St. Pax! d witneſ- 4 A85 26. 22. 
ſing both to ſmall and great, ſaying none other things 
| than thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes did fay ſhould 

come; The Þather of lies is convinced: of this truth,- for 
when he aſſaults our Saviour, he raiſes his battery ont 

of Scriptures, e 1t is written, and out of the ſame our , Matth. 46,7, 
Saviour confutes him. The hke he doth againſt the >: 

f Saddicees , and wn! the-Council- of Jeruſalem to end f Matth.22.31 
the debate they were upon, St. James g brings in Scrip- 
ture, whereof the Authority and Excellency'is by our 
Saviour ſo exalted, that he 4 prefers it before Miracles, + Luke 16. 29, 
which. our Adverſaries-do ſo highly yalue, and would 3* 3” 
-have them to be a' Mark of the true Church : There our 
Saviour makes' Abraham anſwer the rich Man, to what 

he delited for' his Brethren, They have, ſaid he, Moſes 

and the Prophets, let thent hear them ; The other replying, 

| : | F 2 They 
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They. ſheuld ſooner. believe and be converted, If they 
were ſpoken to. by one from the dead , which is the 
greateſt Miracle that can be done 5 No, faid Abraham, if 
they believe ndt Moſes 'and the Prophets, neither will they be 
perſwaded though one roſe from the dead. Let therefore 
_ all Men learn how to value that holy and precious Wgrd 


s Amos 8. 11. of God, want of which, under the name of a Famine, is 


. threatned -as one of the greateſt Judgments that can + 
. be inflicted upon a people; this I preſs the more, be- 
cauſe I look upon it as one, if not the moſt neceſlary 
duty incumbent upon a Chriſtian, eſpecially now in 

theſe times of Trial and Temptation. , 
.., But *ris. fit I ſhould herc give a Character of the 
Roman Church, and (ſhew what Spirit it 1s acted by : 
Charafter of Popery I [look upon as full of Errors in Doctrine, of 
= 2 ge Superſtition and Idolatry in Worſhip, as I hope *tis hi- 
mo + therto pretty well made to appear, her praQtice in many 
things 1s deteſtable. I may call it a Mungrel Religion, 
for: though it. be Chriſtian, it hath ſome things of the 
Jewiſh and Heatheniſh; they would turn the Goſpel 
into a Ceremonal Law, and make Religion conſiſt in 
outward ſhews and performances. I leave any one to 
jadge whither the things for which St. Pay! - chides the 
b. Coloſſians, for. their Traditions, Touch ot," handle not, 
zaſt not z, for obſervation of Days, new Moons, Meat 
and Drink, which he calls Commandments and DoFrines 
of men, ſuch are their Abſtinencies,Mortifications, Vows 
. of Poverty; Chaſtity, Obedience, which, have a ſhew of 
Wiſdom and: Hamulity, but are. Will-worſhip 5 and the 
Apoſile bids them , To beware leſt any one doth beguile 
them of their Reward in a valuntary humility, worſhiping 
of Angels; and this he calls To be vainly puft up by a 
 flefoly mind. I fay, 1 leave any one, to judge whither 
_ theſe be not the ſame things praGtiſed -in that Church. 
ePſal. 45.13. c The Kings Daughter is all glorious within, the beauty 
_ of the true Church, and of the Soul of a Believex.. is 
LEE mward, 


þ Col. 2. 20,21, 


& 16. 


1Y | 


inward; *tis for Harlots to mind painting, and thoſe 
ſuperficial and outward Ornaments that can pleaſe the 
laſt of the Eye, and draw Cuſtomers to them. 'Tis 
obſerved that Jezabel 4 painted,and the Prophet b Jere- , . Kings 9.30 
#iah ſpeaks to this purpoſe, Though thoy clotheſt thy felf + Jer. 4. 30. 
with Crimſon, though thou deckeſt thee with Ornaments of 

Gold, though thou renteſt thy Face with painting, in vain 

ſhalt thou make thy ſelf fair, &c. Which ſeems to be an 

alluſion to that wicked Woman. 'Tis known. by the 0/4 
Teſtament, and by what is ſaid of her in the c New, «Rev. 2. 20. 
what a Woman ſhe was; but Virgins and chaſt Women 

do follow another courſe. In time of ſetting up ſome 

new Saint, or publiſhing Pardons for a time, or full In- 
dulgences, or of Proceſſions, and: the like ; to invite 

and amuſe people, Gold, Silver, and Jewels are ſet upon 

Altars, rich Hangings, Pictures, and ſuch things upon the 

Wall, and over the doors with Images of Wood, Mar- 

ble, Wax, of the Saints, decked with rich Cloths, Points, 

Laces, Noſegays, and Crowns of Flowers, with Muſick of 

Voices, and Inſtruments to. pleaſe the Ear as well as the 
Eye, . people are upon their knees, telling their Beads, 

and muttering their Prayers; this outward ſhew hath a 

great affinity to what the Prophet Cenſures for the 
Daughters of Jeruſalem: ; but the true Church to, invite ,; - a 
people, hath only the beauties of Holineſs, purity of &. * *'* 
Doctrine, ſimplicity of Worſhip, and Exhortations to 
live as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. What I ſaid of many 
things: borrowed from Heathens, by the Church off Rowe, 

I could eafily prove 3 but one hath done tt yery ,well in 

a Book called Conformity of the Ceremonies, &c. 

The Genius of the Romans ever led them into Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry ; any one who reads ;their Hiſto- 
ry, eſpecially that of Livi##, will meet with -many. and 
ſufficient proofs of it.z this went ſo far, with them, that 
inſtead that other Nations deſtroyed the -gods of thoſe 

they conquered ; On the contrary the Romans moons 
| | and. 
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and ſerved the gods of thoſe they had overcome, as I 
could fhew'at large: That fame, Genius and Spirit did 
and {till doth continne amongſt them, and from them 
hath been ſpred upon thoſe who are of the ſame Reli- 
gion, Whither they be far or near: Do not ſo many 
pretended Miracles of fome Wafers, Images of the Vir- 
gin. and- Saints bleeding when run through with a 
knife. by a Jew or any ſuch one, look like Romances ? - 
eſpecially that of the little houſe, by Angels brought 
from Bethlehem into Dalmatia, thence to Recanata, and 
laſtly to Lorretto, where it now is 3 theſe are effects of a 
wounded imagination, ſuitable with that Spirit of the 
Ancient Romans for Idolatry and Superſtition. - *Tis then 
a Spirit of Error, for they will be guided by their .own 
lights, which are but 7gzes fatni, Fiery Vapours without 
the light of the Goſpel, they err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures, and not making them to be their rule: The light 
of mans natural- reaſon, except it be guided by that of 
grace and of the word, is meer darkneſs: when once 
men are given to follow their own imaginations, there is 
no end but from one precipice they fall. into another, 
and inftead of walking 1n the truth they are hurried in- 
ro errors ; this 1s the Spring of their many unſound and 
._ -, -- keterodox Dodrmes ſo contrary to their pretended In- 
Y fallibility before mentioned, whereunto this I muſt add ; 
amongſt the many wrong notions which Papiſts have 
about the Church theſe are two, 1. God hath promiſed - 
_ to make his Church infallible. 2. The Roman is that 
true-Chriſtian Church: ' As to the firſt we ſay, God hath 
given an infallible rule of Faith to his Church, becauſe 
he who hath -ditated it, is the Spirit -of Truth and in- 
fallible, but ge deny any or all members of the Church 
though together, to be infalſible, becanſe they are men: - 
Papilts are miſtaken when "they apply'Chriſt's promiſe, 
That #he gates of Hell fhall n0t prevail againſt his Churchs 
to an Infallibility, there our Savionur doth promiſe to 
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preſerve it from ruine, but not from error; for Scrip- 
ture faith plainly inſeveral places ; there will be Wolves 
amongſt the Flock, falſe. Prophets, falſe Brethren, even 
Herefies, As 20. 29,.30. and elſewhere: As to the 2d. 
that the Popiſh is the true Catholick Church, as ſhe calls 
' herſelf, we hope before we have dong, to make the 
contrary plainly to appear. | 
' The Spirit of that Religion is farther a Spirit of Pride, 
derived upon them from thoſe wicked: Angels who a- 
poſtatiſed out of Pride, as appears by thoſe proud 
and vain Titles before mentioned, which the Heads of 
that Church, attribute to themſelves. Pope ViFor excom- 
municated the Greek Church ( whence eyer fince conti- 
nued the ſeparation of thoſe two Churches ) becauſe 
_ they refuſed to joyn with him in keeping Eaſter upon 
the ſame day wherein he would have it to be obſeryed : 
Another of them excommunicated them who ſaid there 
are Aztipodes, a World under us : But ſome' will fay theſe 
was the aQts of. ſome men: But of ſuch men as are rec- 
koned infallible Heads of that Church, I will add ſome- 
thing more general, or rather as general and a token 
of as great a pride and uncharitableneſs as can be, that 
Society called the Roman Catholick Church (which name 
1s a.contradiCtion in it ſelf, it ſignifying univerſal parti- 
_ cular Church) gives Sentence of condemnation and dam- 
nation againſt all and every other Chriſtian Society and 
Communion that differs from them, .as the Greek, A4byſ- 
ſen or Ethiopian, Maronite, Georgian and other Chrifian 
Churches in the World, as well as all Proteftarts and 
| Diſſenters from Popery : yet they do' not agree, but 
they are divided amongſt themſelves even abont Effen- 
tials, they have Franciſcans and Thomiſts or Dominicans, 
Tanſenifts,” Moliniſts or Jeſuits, and Molinos doth at 
preſent make a noiſe amongft them : all amongft them 
are not ſo paſt ſhame as to approve the Jeſaits princt- 
ples about their DoGrine of Probabillity which counte- 
| nances 
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nances. any error in DoGrine, or the diretFing of the 
Intention, whereby all Morals are cogrupted, for they 
allow or excuſe the breach of every one of the ten 
Commandements, as I could inſtance in every precept, 


# . Myſtery of. 
Feſuitiſm or 


the provincial 


Letters and the 
. Book againſt 


Morals of Jes © 
ſuits, 


were it not that a ſome of their own have ſaved me 
that trouble; only I will mention two, one is, that a 
Son may wiſh for his Fathers death, not to defire the 
deſtruction of him who gave him life, but only to- be 
in a better condition to live acording to his quality ; 


the. other is, a Servant may ſteal from his Maſter; when 


his wages are not anſwerable to his merits and ſervices, 


or to the wages of others who deferve no more 


than he. 


That ſame Spirit of Pride makes them to call us Here- ' 


ticks; but we. may retort it upon them, and ſay, they 


are Hereticks themſelves, for an Heretick is he who 
® o o ' - h {F 

believes a thing or things he ought not to believe 3 now 

we, belive..nothing. but what they beheve themſelves, 


"but. we do not believe all that which they- believe, fo 
they. believe what they ought not to believe, thus the 


ground of our complaint againſt them is poſitive, when 


' theirs againſt us is negative. 


They are poſſeſſed by a Spirit of Slander and For- 


'gery; "tis a property of the Devil to ſlander, or rather 


c 1 Tim. 3.11. 


JO, G 


tis the true ſignification of the Word 1n its original : 
St. Paul ſpeaking of Women c faith, they mſt not be Slan- 
derers, which 1s alſo tranſlated evil ſpeakers, falſe ac- 


d Rev. 12. 9, ers the Greek 1s Devils; fo 'tis in the Book of 4d 


welation, the Devil and falſe accuſer of the Brethren is 


caſt down. Now *tis uſual with that Church to traduce, 


as the worſt of men, thoſe who are not of their opi- 
.nion 3 to-that purpoſe: they blacken them as much as can 


- be; accuſing them of Blaſphemy, Impiety, of making God 


= 


. the Author of Sin, Enemies of good Works; only be- 


cauſe with Scripture we deny Juſtification by Works, 


_ they call us Enemies of Chriſt and of his Church, Here- 


ticks 


(41) 
 _ ticks, Schiſmaticks and many more ſuch Lies which are 
ſuggeſted by him who is a Lyar and a Martherer fron 
the beginning 3, and becauſe this js relating to God, who 
knows the truth,and will not hnmour them in their Ma- 
lice and Rage, therefore they addreſs themſelves to men, 
faying, We are Exemies of Authority and lawful Power, as 4 , EQhec 3.8. 
aman did ſay to Aſbueres, and the Enemies of the Jews 
b acctiſed thern to be rebellious and noiſome unto Kings, and ; Efra 4. is. 
being evil to the end, they cunningly engage Princes 
Authority, as was effeted with Nebuchadnezar againſt 
Daxiel c and his Friends 3 their Enemies faid, we ſhall not OP 
find an occaſion againſt this Daniel, except we find it againſt .cq Chap. 6. 
hin concerning the Law of his God. The fame Maxim 5. 7. 
that Spirit followed againſt our bleſſed Saviour, calling 
 d him a perverter of the People, antl wn: Enemy to Ceſar 5 jt ve 11. n 
and St. Pal is called e 4 peſtilent fellow and a mover of « Ads 14. 5. 
Sedition amongſt the People, and not long before f they / £9222 22: 
cried out away with ſuch a. fellow, for tis; not fit that he 
ſhould live. So Papiſts ſuppoſe crimes and are never 
- weary of forging Lies againſt thoſe who will not adoxe 
the beaſt; they in the laſt age made thoſe who fell from 
_ them, paſs for Monſters not made like other Men, but 
like Devils with Horns and otherwiſe defaced ;in a word, 
they made uſe of the ſame ways againſt Proteſtants,which 
Heathens at firſt had rathiſed ainft Chriſtians : and 
this leads. nie to ſpeak of their Traftine, and then I 
will paſs to their Violence and Cruelty. 
As Children of darkneſs are in their generation wiſer 
than the Children of hight, ſo like Satan they have their 
g Devices and their h Depths; ſo where Papiſts are not, g > Cor. 2. 1. 
they indeavour to creep in, then to plead for a tole- ® Rv: >: 24 
ration, after for an Equality, then they ſtruggle for a 
Superiority, after which they deſtroy every thing that 
-oppoſeth them': Let every Nation concerned look to it, 
their Prieſts and Monks come into their Houſes in 
Sheeps -Clothing , but at laft prove to be ravenous 
G | Wolves 
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(42) _ 
Wolves When they are in, they, meddle with domeſtick 
affairs, ſometimes. make diviſions to become neceſlary, 


and be ſought after to procure peacez they come 


inunder the notion of Curates, Confeſſors and diretors 
of Conſcience,. yet ſome attempt upon the Honour and 
Chaſtity of Women,. and all aim at getting the ruling 
of the Houſe 3 and when they have influence upon the 
Husband and the Wife whoſe ſecrets they are acquainted 
with by means of Confeſſion, they turn: it to their par- 


ticular advantage, or to that of their Convent. But this 
3s the inferiour ſort of policy, that of the Court of 


Rome is of a higher degree and more refined : to have 
introduced a Juriſdiction under the name of Spiritual, 
into the Dominions of other Princes and States, 1s there- 
by to bave ſet ug. a Throne above theirs; for in a 
word, thoſe Nations which ſeem moſt, of all to ſlight the 
power of Roxze own it to be Center of their Unity, and 


the Pope to be the Head of their Church 3 then ſo ma- 


— 


ny of the Clergy, but eſpecially Monks and Fryers, who 
hve within the Dominions of*thoſe Princes, are as an 


Army quartered, upon occaſion to do the Pope ſervice ; 
for they confeſs, fay Maſs, ſpeak from the Pulpits, and 
have influences upon the Spirits of the People, eſpe- 


cially of the moſt ſuperſtitious; all theſe have ſworn 
: Obedience to. their Superiours, which by degrees leads 


them to the Gereral of every Order, who commonl 
refides. in Roxre, depends upon the Pope, and ſends his 
Orders to thoſe who are bound to obey him. This makes 


me look upon the condition of Proteſtant Princes who 


have nothing to do with Rowe, even according to haman 
prudence, happier and ſafer than thoſe who have. 
Another way of the Court of Roxze to make Friends 


and Creatures, is the Nomination to or Confirmation 


in Benefices 3 of pleafing others with ſending to them 


' bleſſed Swords, Roſes,Cradles and Dependencies, beſides 
Inqulgences, Bleſſings and Relits of old Raggs or dry 


Bones 
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Bones, of a Rib, Arm, Finger of one or other pretented 
Saint 3 for tis moſt certain, theſe things, they dig for 
ander, ground in or about Rowe, and as there are thou- 
ſands Fhch things, they themſelves own Popes can- 


PE 


not tell whoſe Saints. of theirs they are, only they think 
the Pope hath right to give them what name he 
pleaſes 3 and in Rome Strangers buy ſome of theſe things 
to beſtow them upon a Church or Chappel when they 
are come. home. Formerly Popes could make greater 
gifts to men, upon, one Prince TE the Eſtates of 
another, and diſpoſing of the Domimions of others as 
if it had been their own, which certainly pleaſed am- 
bitious Princes more than if they had been preſented 
with ſome Drops of Milk or ſome few Hairs of the 
bleſſed Virgin, or the Tooth or Finger of a Saint: Here 
I could much enlarge upon the Folly, Idleneſs and 
Cheats about ſuch Relics, but I forbear to add to what 
I faid of the policy of Rowe; that Beſides. the vaſt num- 
bers of Benefices which the Pope hath the diſpoſal of, 
the dignity of Cardinals makes many Princes and other 
perſons of ſeveral Nations court the Pope to. obtain it, 
for ſome of their Relations and Creatures, and they 
who, received it, think themſelves bound to ſtick. to 
the intereſt of their Church more than to that of their 
own Families, as being fed with hopes of being choſen 
Pope at one time or other. 5 | | 
If theChurch of Roxe be.as it is and hath been,as cun- 
ning and crafty as any Society in the World, even, in 
things of leſſer concernment, it is and hath been much 
more in thoſe of the higheſt importance. © The mena- 
ging of the Council-of Trent can convince any one who 
will take pains to examine it, by thoſe who ſued for 
it *twas intended for a Reformation of that 'Church. in 
Manners and Doftrin in the Head and Members, yet the 
ſacceſs of it proved quite contrary, for there their Er- 
rors in Do&rine, Worſhip and Diſcipline were copliriNags 
 &- Wc how 
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# Rom. 3. 8. 


_ of the Aſſembly of 


- | _ 
how thy to thake a breach between thethſelyes abont 
thoſe poi they diagreed itt, wheteof ſome are very 
conſiderable arid which on both fides they were hornpott, 
how careful in thels Decrees to expreſs things in ambi- 
#t16tts terrhs, not to diloblige-either of the patties: And 
rhouph at firſt debates wete not altogether tuled- by the 
Pope, yet 'twas ſo at laſt; inſomnch that the Spirit which 
directed that Aſferably wag faid to be ſent fron Rome 
in a Mail,becaiiſe thetice came their Reſolutions accord- 
ing to the Popes @rders : at firſt ſome Ambaſſadors 
did ſotnewhat ſtop the motions, but after the Cardinal 
of Lorain had beeh at Rome lodged in the Popes Palace, 
tmtich careſſed by him and rmeaftures taken for the Eleva- 
tion of his Fatnily itt France, then all went on very 
{wiftly according to the Popes mind, and thoſe things 
which remained undecided, were left to his ordering. 
A $pitit of Perfigiouſhefs and Treachery is another 
Character of the Chiirch of Roxee 5 other Societies com- 
monly make ſottie account of their Words and Pro- 
riſes, but with ther it avails nothing ; the Word of God 
forbids 4 to 4o evil that good may tome out of it 5 but with 
thery, ſear, forfwear, kill and ſteal ad majorem Dei 
plozian to advance the glory of God, all is well *'In 
the common. Society of Men, to break his Word and 
Prorniſe is a note of Infatny, and whoſoever doth it 
will be called a Rogne and a Raſcal; but Popery is 
above that, and not tied to fuch rules ; fo one doth not 
know which way to take ther, for they will break the 
ng ties, and thereby dilfolve all Society with them; 
d that no triift is to be put*to what they fay, their 
Dodrines of Probability, of direQing the intention and 
tnental reſervation amongſt the reſt of their Morals, have 
thore and more made them known to the World, they 
are but Comrilents bon and explanation of a Decree 
your} thoſe men were not fa- 
and Hand to men, but they 
muſt 


tified to break Wor 
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maſt paſs it mto-a Law, and muſt proclaim themſelves: 
Villains by a Canan of their own, afferting tht Faith + 
#:0t to be kept to Hereticks ; they didnot valne the honour: 
of the Efnperor Sigiſmmnd, nor the paſs he had Franted, 
but they muſt turn it into a ſhare, Joh! Hus and Jerome 
of Prague muſt for al that be burned : Is this a carriage 
fit for Chriſtians, nay for men to uſe one towards ano- 
ther? this makes Jew and Mahometans blaſpheme a- 
ainſt the Name of Chriſt ; Shall Oaths,Engagements and: 
romiſes of men be only ſhares and tricks to cheat 0- 
thers? Let Turks be asked how it is that now they are 
brought ſo low, they will anſwer, their Prophet 1s 
angry againſt them becauſe they have broken the peace 
they had ſworn to obſerve; let the King of Perſia, by 
Emperor and King of Polazd be defired to make War 
upon the Turk in this favourable conjunCture to reco- 
ver the City of Bagded, he will not (faith he) break 
the peace he hath made. Will not this people at the 
laſt.day riſe up in Judgment againſt thoſe Chriſtians, 
who make nothing of Oaths and Promiſes? yet for 
theſe very things in this life God's-Judgments are brought 
? upon Perſons, Families and Nations, without going up- 
to Saul, Zedechia, nor ſo far as Sigiſmmnd himſelf, and 
Charles the Fifth who ſmarted.for it ,' let ns but caft-our 
Eye upon the cqudition the Turkiſh Empire ' is now 
brought to, a party of 15 or 20000 Rebels depoſe 
their Prince and ſet up another, cut to pieces the great 
Officers of the Empire,. falls a plundering part of the 
chief City of the Empire ; I rhink this ſhould make all 
' men, whodo not confider God fo as to perform their 
 Daths, to tremble, and to think that there is a God who 
rules in Jacob and to the utmoſt parts of the earth; this 
_ alfo ought to be a Leſſon for- thoſe who are for fet- 
ing up abſolute and deſpotick powers, which - mdeed 
puts Lives, Liberties and Fortunes of SubjxeRs 43h the 
Hands of the Sovereign 3. but when the tide turns, hers 
| and 
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as was, +. « alt 
andForraunes of Princes.lay at the mercy of Rebels, and 
of a_diſloygl multitude. _ NS IT'S 

| Butito return to. the Comp of Conflance, I muſt not 
omit to: fay,! they thereby, had. ſo broken the Emperor's 
Credit ; that 'the *Bohezzzans would not come to the 
Council of Baſz,r which was held few years after, neither 
would they- truſt the Emperor's Paſs, but they made 
the Fathers (fo. called) of the Counall to fign it too, the 
Martyrdom: of-Fohr Has and Jerome of Pragye leads me to 
the-violence and cruelty of that Church, which ſince that 
time vaſt numbers of Chriſtians have been made ſenſible of. 

Cruelty 1s their natural Maſter-ſin; 1s there any part 
of :Errope but can witneſs of it, and number ſome Mar- 
tyrs> Did we. eyer hear that .any. Chriſtian-Society hath 
for' Religion-ſake : perſecuted another . with ſo much. 
rage and fury 2 Waldenſes, Albigenſes, Hlftes, Taborites, 
Picards, Gueux, Huguenots, (for to-make them odions, 
they traduced them under ſeveral names, as the Heathens 


did the firſt, Chriſtians, covering them with ſeveral ſorts 
of Skins, to. have; them devoured: by wild Beaſts ) Oh 


Proteſtants bring in you Evidence : They were not 
ſatisfied with Rope, Sword, Water, Fire to deſttoy 


the living 5 but. their cruelty muſt alſo, be extended 
upon the aſhes | of . the dead., Our WickGfF 41: years 


after his . death, was by the Council of os 
ordered: to be taken out of his Gfave, and his bones 
to be burned. . Oh ye Children to him that was Murtherer 
from the beginning , what can you ſay for the Maſla- 
cres in;the Vallies of: Piemont (the laſt diſperſion of that 
poor; people makes up the 28 - Perſecution they hve 
ſuffered ) in Fraxce, in the Low-Conntries, where, within 
the time of the Duke of Alas Government. 18000. 
were for Religion put to death by the hand ofthe Hang- 
man ? See the ExtraGt of the Barbarous Maſlacre of Ireland 
in 41. How ' can you excuſe the Mailacre of Treland, © 


and of what we now ſee beyond Seas? Why formerly ſo 


many 
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many Croiſades publiſhed , ſo many: Men raiſed to de- 

ſtroy * Men, rue Sovereigns with their, Subjects ' for 

Religion ? Counts of Toulouze, Counts of Foir , Kings of 
Arragon, and others, whom, though Papiſts, they ſpared 

[not under -pretence of Religion. Can you in the leaſt 
lay fach a blemiſh upon our Religion? No, we are 

Chriftians, our holy Religion hath better inſtrufted us ; 

but you are Chriſtians only in name : Thoſe bloody 

Murthers were approved at Rome, and in the places 

where they were: committed, Te Deune ſung, and Me- 

dals coined about it. Thou Scarlet Whore, drunken 

with the blood of Martyrs, when wilt thou ceaſe to ſhed. 

their blood ? Can a Cauſe be good which 1s defended 

by ſuch means ? or is there any thing of humanity in 

ſuch proceedings ? 

Do we think thoſe ſeveral ſorts of Spirits are with- 
drawn from them ? No, as bad as ever ; the older the 
Devil grows the more expeniende he hath, and the more 
cruel he 15: When 'tis queſtion to do hurt to thoſe wha 
differ from them , they ſtick to their old Principles, 

_ Faith, Promiſes, Edids are not to be kept to Hereticks ; 
nay rather #han not to do Miſchief, they will a& con- 
trary to their other Principles, (I ſay other Principles, 
becauſe that of doing hurt is one of their Fundamental 
ones, ) amongſt them it is an Article of Faith, that God 
leaves Man to his free will to chuſe or. reje&t the means 
and ways of his Salvation. Now, I fay, if God who 
hath an abſolute Right over his Creature, doth (aecord- 
ing to them) deveſt himſelf of it 5 Why ſhould mortal 
Man deprive others of that liberty, and fay abſolutely, I 
will have it ſo? Is not this to exalt himſelf above God, 
, | who ſometimes is pleaſed to hear ? a Come now and let m 
reaſon together ſaith the Lord. Often God in Scriptare ES: 3-36 
gives reaſon for what he doth, but a Man who gives none 
but his Will and Pleaſure; hath none to give 3 for if he 
had, he would not fail t to ſhew, preſs, and amplifie it, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe Men are glad. to be able to juſtifie thoſe a@ions 


of theirs which ſeem to be againſt right and reaſon ; 
Hence may be ſeen how unjaſt and; unreaſonable it is; 
meerly upon account of Rehgion, to rtnne them who 
behave themſelyes peaceably, and are obedient to Au-- 
thority, even by the Teſtimony of the ſame Soveraign, 
and are zealous to promote the good of his Aﬀeairs, 
which Commendation and more are by the preſent 
b French King given of his Subjects of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, the ſame Subjefts of whom there is given ſo good 
a Character ,*have been barbarouſly and unmercifully 
uſed by him who gives it 3 but to ſhew this 1s the Spirit 
of that Church and Religion, he 1s not alone 3 the clate 
Duke'of Savoy, and at the preſent his Son, having both 
given Commendations of Zeal and Loyalty to'theit 
Proteſtant Subjefts of the Vallies, have done what they 
could to undo them, ayd the preſent hath rooted them 
out of thoſe Parts. If ſome good Pen goes about giving 
the World an account of the laſt Perſecution in thoſe 
two ſeveral Countries, as I hope it will be, a great deal 
of Injuſtice, Villany, and Cruelty will appear to the 
World. Theſe laſt Perſecutions are no ways inferior, 


- but in ſome Circumſtances worſe than any that ever 


were raiſed againſt the Church 5 mean and unworthy 
ways were nſed to bring about that Deſign, and by 
the very fame a&s whereby they broke- their Promiſes, 
they pretended to obſerve them ; they were about 2 : 
years to undermine loyal and patient Subjes, and yet all 
along pretended to have a mind to obſerve Edifts and 
Promiſes, till at laſt the foul myſtery came to be re- 
vealed ; for then 'tis plainly declared there trad ever 
been a mind to break thoſe authentick Ats and ſolemn 
Engagements, pretending. it alſo to have been the de- 


Fen of fore-Fathersz but every one hath enongh to 


anſwer for himſelf,. and not alſo for Anceſtors : T6 


drive that myſtery of Iniquity to the utmoſt, at the, 


ſame 


T3 Hr 
Gante time when Thoſe, En gernents ate. repeated'; © 
ceitful Promiſes of Safety. = given to thoſe who, will 
not"*chinpe* with allowance to ſtay ;' yer. ut "the fame 
tithe the Sk 
to force pegple to' detiy their God, and this m the irÞbſ 
cruel an b; erent ways that Hell could contrive. This 
may be called to fort cit Honour, Juſtice, Charity, and 
Humanity. 

Foul Spirits. rebaltirh themſelves into ſeveral Shapes, 
ito Monſters, Dragons, Serpents, ( under which Figures 
they are repreſented by Scripture) and ſometimes into 
Angels of Light, at one time roaring, giving fair Lan- 
guae at another, juſt as it fitits with* their deſigns and. 
occaſions; now by the fame'means, ab] then by con- 
trary — to the fame end: Where the Papiſt is 
the ſtrongeſt, by love or by force , faith he, 1 will 
have' you to be of my Religion 5 where he is" not, he 
pleas for a ' Liberty of Conſcience, which'to' deny; is, 
farth he; to Uſa; tpon ” God's Prer croputve: ; 'brit' this 
Liberty is pretended for all, but intended only for otte 
ſort of Religion, and to.palliate at. the ſane time that 
at home the deſtruQion of the Proteſtanc: Faith 1s aimed 
ar, thoſe,who for the fame Cabſeare, driyen' ot of their 
Country, are Teceived. and relieved; ay thofe very 
Perſecutors of their own. Subje&ts; encourage and hel p 
thoſe who! profeſs the ſame Ret ion they He ſo muc 
who ate; SnbjeRs' of. Prince 5 ge theit own. Who can 
_ cotnpretiend t this myftery of "Baby Frog who'catt' utider- 
| ſtand this Riddle? Bat God" 1 « Pleaſed to unfold ir, to 
the end all pradent and Aiftreve Men ſhontd not be 
impoſed: npon. 'Let tis admire p and. adore God's Pro-. 
vidence, who  nakes 1 uſe ,of the greateſt Enemies, of his 
'Trath'to affiſtthoſe' who 6 ſuffer and are perſec ted for1 it 3 3 
in the mean while e they .2nean it not. ſo, as "Godt 

of the Afſrian 3 neither did Herod fl Pilate RF they 


| ork the old gy Dra of are on their Thatch! a Rev, vo. 2; 


peak S e Ih. IC, 7, 


did Ewhat God had determined in his Council ſhould be done. f Ads 2. 213 


H But 


But whither .or_not they intend it, God is ſerved, and 
his -Puxpoſe;fulhlledz all Men, yea the Devils themſelves 
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are ſubſervient to bis ends, for the Lord knows how 
to, bring-good. ont. of eyil, and Jighe. our of darkneſs; 
therefore let not his people be. afraid or diſcouraged, 
though the Ship of the Church be toſſed with Wind and 
Waves, Chriſt is in, it, and though he ſeems to ſleep, 
when *'tis time he will awake, rebuke Wind and 
$ | and bring, a Calm z tor Man's Extremities are God's Op- | 
| Portunities, | Yet this excuſes not the Inſtruments whoſe 
deſigns are evil, thgugh God's end be. good, and he 
knows: how .at laſt to take the . imaginary: wiſe in his 
fancied: Wiſdom, and the crafty. in his. own . Craftineſs, 
« Hb, 1, 10. ſuffering them to go 10, far as a to. Sacrifice, to.their ow 
Nets, and. to offer Incenſe to their Dreggs, We muſt not 
go. far back to find an Inſtance of it, the late or preſent 
continued Perſecution beyond Seas doth afford it, they 
laid Baits for every kind. of humour ; To the. Ambitious 
they offered Honours, to-the,Coverous, beneficial Places, 
with Penſions te- the Needy + and -for_ thoſe who make 
Conſcience of their ways, Books were publiſhed tend- - 
ing to remove. prejudices which Proteſtants have, juſtly 
conceived againlt Popery, to repreſent it otherwiſe th 
3z.1s3 for: the. Book ofthe Biſhop of: Mearx, and,others 
written upon. that Sabje&, differ from the Principles of 
' that Religion, as contained in the Ads, of the. Council 


of Trent, and.in the Writings of Belarmin, and of other 


' 


= (chief, Anchors of that Church. This was to cheat. peo- 


ple, to « Ippſ Men th changeBehgion, and to: get new 


URGE hea. <+ Tf, 447 = 


Converts (as, they. call them) by Hogk ar by Crook; for 
all are not of the ſame violent temper, as others, who 
ſpeakihg of Froteſtants, were heard ;to. fay,, we know 
' Key mit be damned, and damning. for. damning, 'tis 
B 'as good te have them damned it oyr Church. as out of 
O - it, provided. we fave their Children 3; but thoſe were 
q ; milder, and faid to Proteſtants, do: but come in amongſt 


us,.. 
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Religion hi their Children <8) boog bred i in Poperys 
They fell upon-preſſing them. to.go to Maſs, to, Com- 
munion , to Confeſſion, which fo awakened, the. Con- 
ſciences of that people, that vaſt numbers: ventured the 
danger of a.Prifon, of the Galleys, of Convents, of be- 
ing fent_.1nto America, and above 400000 are gotten 
out. ' This ſhews how God hath infatuated,” and.in part 
diſappointed+/their Deſigns, and in, ſeveral particulars [ 
could eaſily ſhew how the like bath happened- in. ſome 
other parts. 
. But 'tis not-enough' far us to have drawn a Profp et. 
of the: Spirit which: that Religion, and Church. are acted 
by, we muſt alſo. ce what a Charadter. ther Word. of: 
| God gives of it? In order, therennto 1..miſt-lay-down+ 
theſe ' few Preliminaries 3 '1n the beginning, the Devil, 
being fallen from-God, went aþout to make Man Fol- 
lower,of his Apoſtalie, wherenfhe ſucceeded too. well, 
for. Mankind and-being-thus. ſetup againſt Godiz a 
as'God bath. bis,” ſo he would. have, his; OWNg\ 2s. (ate 
was.'-but: Abe! was on. Gods fide. ' Sinces that time. 
World, was'divided into:Good, and Bad, with.an ("= 
of theſe laſt againſt. the former, which colt; "Abyhs tg 5; 
- it afterwards. continued. all. along,.as wee; in; Abrg-.. 
ham's Family between Jſhmael and Tfaag,) Eſau and Jacob, 
and amongſt the Jews themſelves, as between them and 
the Gertiles.. This BeeJzebub was fo enraged: upon the - 
coming into-the World of our. Saviour, bWho.came to., 


deftroy 'bis Works ; that! be- would: have had him myr * HIP 8-7 


tered 1 11 his ver} Cradle, Thus continued: the: enmity of} 
H 2 the 


c Gen. 3.1 Fo 
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the | ard the” + Wottat' Seeds.  Thiz'wenre on 
the tnlang of the Cities of God'and of Satan 3"and 
as the Lord ' Jeſiis Chriſt being! come Mto''the World, 


| had prichaſed- & 'Pepple ahd 'a'Charch to himſelf s 
Satah fined At; Ring uf arr Antichriſt to-oppote him : 
And as ihe ftieceeded? when he entred "Fw Judas 
to make him berriy- his Maſter 4 ' ſo he'went abour 
td raiſe ari Antichriſt out of thoſe who profeſſed them- 
fves to: be' Chtiſtiaiis, brit Apdſtates; and/as the Devil 
- himſelf is God's Ape, fo' this 'Aritichriſt” ſhould imnare 
Chriſt, yea call hirhſ6}Ff Chriſts Vicar and Lieatenant upore 
Earth ; but'the more to carry on his Deſign, this Anti- 
chriſt was tiot to be a fingle Perſon, but a Succeſſion and 
a lonþ'orie (as thiey boaſt 'of ) of many that ſhould keep 
their "Seat" in- a" "cerrain place, 'where' they: would play 
Rex, and+Rite and: Govern accotding to their own 
Mind and Will. 
Althongh in Scriptures mention be niade of Antichriſt | 
' and of ſome ho ſhould 'be Fote-runmets of ithis Great - 
One;'(as Moſes;"Rtiab; and fob * were of our 
Savioir.) St: Phu} is' after our Saviour! the firſt who hath 
beſt Charadtetizd him, and given a larger and clearer | 
Deſcription pong in theſe as a; L. _ ef 
», the Yuy of Chr: hell nov" tome ll after the 
Ts ot Sin # els rg the Son. of perditioi who oppoſerh' 
i bcalteth himſelf” thhoe "all tht is Called God, or that 
Arty ns * | that he. as God ſ#tteth 3h the Temple of 
Jewing himſelf that he ts God, The laſt. day ſhall 
GE E te Man of fifi,'the Father” of 'fin;;. who» 
notoply* ie fir Him, bir al alſ> \mikes, imvites;' and: 
erties. others t0 ſir: And 3s Gid'm' the b Revelations, 


Makes others drunk with the Wine of hey Fornications, For in 
 Seriptures Antichriſt" is repreſented- ſometimes under'the 
name: of a" Man," and ſometimes of ac Woman *: Now: 

this Man of fin' miſt be revealed, the Son © d porrageek 'B 
that is, muſt be known for what he ts, an 


what his: 
end. 
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end will be, namely- to 


burning with Brimftone ; for therein the d Beaft 4Rev. 19. 25 


and falſe Prophet were: caſt. Take notice that the nate 


of Son of | Perdition 'gfveri here- to Antichriſt, is the | 
ame by our Saviour given to Judas, e Nont - of -them , John 196 12: .. 


thou gaveſt is loſt, but the Child of Perdition, to ſhew 
that as that firſt Son of Perdition was -one of the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, ſo the ſecond Son of Perdition or Anti- 
chriſt was to arife from amongſt thoſe who make pro- 
feſfion: of beitig Chriſtians 3 for this is one'of the marks 
which now' St. Pal gives of him, That be ſfitteth in the 
Temple of God which 3s the Church ;, If Antichriſt be, as 
it is, it the Chriſtian Church, I deſire Papiſts to name 
any other Chriſtian Society 'or Church but their 'own, 
which this having Antichriſt amongſt them can be ap- 
_ plied to: It may not be attributed to: any of the firſt 
Reformers, who are' all dead, and whilſt alive admit- 


ted- of no, Superiority amongſt ther ;- that © Syccefſion 


tied to the Kingdom of 'Antichrift-is'to-'be* found no- 
where elſe but jn- the Church of 'Rome'- Hence I con- 
eide, that if-there be an Antichriſt in-the World, 'as 
 certainly<there is; he 1s to be found only. in the Charch 


of Rpme.' What' we wy agrees with" St 'Pavl, for by 
is: Ml la a txalr hynſelf 
above all that is calkd God. Firſt above Princes, who 


hw this: Man: of ſin' is Taig To oppoſe 'and txxalt þþ 


in Scriptare are called gods,1 f ſaid you are gods. Several r pal. 826. 


places if Hiſtory - inake this good ;/let theſe to'TTnſtances 
ſerve for all,one is Pope Bonrfuciuy the Fighth his Letter 


t6:Philty '# French King,” wherein he dechares; He hath all 


Power in Spiritnals ant i Tentporals, &c; The other is the 


_ atof Alexander the Third; who at the Porch of St. Marks 


 Charch in Vexice trampled under feet the Emperor Fre- 
derick, | who ' had- before” him' caſt himſelf TtHpon- the 

geound; and the Pope ednſed theſe words 'of *D3vid 

£'to be - fp6ken” low, Thos ſhalt | walk' wþbr- the 'L3 
and Adder : the young Lion and Dragon ſhalt thou tread 

| | ag 
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under ſeet. Bat he alſo exalteth himſelf. above all thet 
is called and worſhiped 4s God; their Wafer. is ſo, and 
whilſt, this Water, is carried by the hands of a Prieſt who , 
walks, the Pope is carried ypon*the, ſhoulders. of men - 
Is not this to exalt himſclf- above that; which by. them is 
called and.-worſhiped as God; though it be not God > 
he fits:in the Temple of God, in a Church that calls her 
{alf Chriſtian: Laſtly he ſhews himſelf that he is. God, car- 
ries himſelf as if iy were 4-Ged, for theſe are.the Words 
of the Bible-of Lowwain :-I cannot forbear once more to 
EG Can Any -OnE deny this to be the Charatter of 
Popes? 
.I think this is plain enough for; any one that will not 
Thut u > his Eyes; ;. but to be fully and unanſiverably con- 
vinced of it, one. muſt .read 'the Book: of Revelation, 
*tis the laſt of -the Holy Scripture, wherein Chriſt in a 
Viſion reveals to his beloved Diſciple St. Fohz, the dif- | 
ferent ſtates and .conditions of the Church to the end Fy 
of the World, whe re Rome is pointed-:at as vilibly as 
can be. 1 know, 1 it to be x prophefie,, and,am not igno- 
rant neither, that to underſtand a Propheſi -hefore the 
time of its accompliſhment come,one muſt in ſome mea- 
ſare be endued with a Spirit of Propheſie 3 but whegyit is 
fulfilled, and the Propheſie is. - wholly, or ,in part become 
an Hiſtory, peoples Eyes miſt þe opened and-it muſt - 
not be neglected 5 a Prophecy. whereof no part is ful- 
filled, is certainly a dark thing; but the parts that are 
fulkilled, diſpote is to.underſtand.and give an inſight. in- 
© thoſe that. as yet are not: Knowles ze acquired'with 
time and experience comes in by degrees,. and one de- 
gree prey o-underſtand another.: Upon the-firſt nven- - 
_ of Watches, one who was not of thit trade,. ſee- 
ing a piece or two of it. afunder, could not apprehend 
X: was for; but being: told. of it, and: ſeeing all or 
together; he OE to: undesſtand the uſe and, end | 
of itz. ſo we may lay of Providence, the Maſterpiece o 
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' to ſpeak about it, there is 4 a Dragon which. would 


ny 8 
Gods wiſdom and:power, at firſt lies dark and-a pro- 
phecy to us, but wMMn-once it is upon the: wheel, and 
we begin to underſtand ſome of the motions, then 
daily,we know more and more of it.3 as before breaking 
.of day, 'tis dark, but when once it kath begun, -every 
moment. it is lighter and clearer to us; Then we muſt not 
ſhut up our ' Eyes, for as ſecret: things belong” to God, 
which we ought not to pry and dive into; fo revealed 
things belong. to men, which we are not to-negle&, but 
to look into; as alſo we are commanded with the reſt to 
xead this Book of Revelations, which: is the occaſion of 
this Diſcourſe, whereof we may underſtand the prophe- 
cies that.are fulfilled, as were thoſe of the Old. Teſta- 


ment, after they had been fulfilled in 'Jeſus Chriſt our > 


Lord. - - | 
«After this I hope we may proceed, and hear what the 
Book:-.of Revelations ſaith of Antichriſt, what Marks it 
gives of him, and who theſe Characters were for, and 
may be applied to ; in.the x1 and x2 Chapters it begins 


| have ſwallowed up-the Child of a Woman, which is in- :;, 17. 
terpreted the Church 3 then having miſſed the Child; he 
perſecuted the Woman, and made war, with the rem- 
nant of her Seed, which keep the Commandments of 
God, and have the, Teſtimonies. of Jeſus Chrift ;; here 
15: a, perſecution: of Chriſtians by a Dragon which in 
the. 12th Chapter gives! his: power and his ſeat to- a 


- Beaf}, ſo that the .Beaſt {ucceeded:in the. ſame place: to 


the authority which the Nragon had; before 3 and for a 


| greater conformity of the. Dragon with the Beaſt, ob- 


ſerve, they had each of them ſeven Heads and ten Horns, 
only with this difference, that the Dragon, had ſeven 
- Crowns.upon his ſeven Heads andthe Beaſt teri;Crowns 
upon his ten. Horns: That Rome and her Empweare trus+ - 
. Iy defigned, no man though but indifferently. verſed in: 
Hiſtory, can deny ; but anon. it will much more clearly 
appeary 


a Rev. 12: 4, 
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"appear, for inthe” 11 Verſe: of that 143 Chapter, after 
the firſt |\Beaſt; appeared 'another Woeſt with two Horns 
Like: a Lamb, but he ſpoke like the Dragon be exerciſed all 
the power of” the {t Beaſt, 'cauſed the Farth and them 
that dwell therein to worſhip the firſt Beaſt, and he did 
.great woniders, ſo much as to make fire come down from 
Heaven, as Curſes and Excommunications 3 this Beaſt 
which had fomething like a'Lamb 'an outward ſhew of 
Meekneſs,' yet ſpoke: highly and cruelly with his falmi- 
nating - Bulls, ſo-like a Dragon : Yet this is common to 
'both, that they perſecnted, for in relation to. the firſt 
Beaſt, Chap. 13. 10. having ſpoken of leading into Cap- 
tivity and of killing with the Sword, tis addet -here z- 
- ' "the Patience: and Faith of the Saints, 'and this CharaGeer of 

| the ſecond Beaſt is given in the fame words, Chap. 14. 12, 
Here is the patience of the Saints that keep the Can- 
mandments of God and the Faith of Feſus. This firſt 
Beaſt 1s:then Roxve Heatheniſh perſecating the firſt Chr;- 
flians, and'the ſecond is Roe Chriſtian perſeanting true 
Chriſtians, becauſe they would not worſhip the Image 
of the Beaſt, nor receive her- mark nor the number of 

| hisname}; under this Image of the Beaſt -are to be nn- 
derſtood ' Iols of Gold, Silver, Braſs, Stone, Wood, Chap. 
+Þ 00540072 567 5, WT 08 Ou TN AO 
Now the Seat where the Dragon, then the two Beaſts 
reſided one after another, is called Spirityally Sodom,” by 
reaſon: of her abominable ſins and: corruptions} Egypy, 
upon the account of 'Tyranny,: Slavery and Drudpery, * 
\'Chap.-n1.' 8. and: Babylon by reaſon of 'its Tdolatry 
the place where Chriſt was crucified 5 we know onr $a- 
wviour was crucified without the Gates of Jers/alem,which 
was at that time under the power of the 'Ro-ans who 

. ent a Governor, ſach was Pilate who condenmed' the 
Lord'Jeſis'to' be crucified, a Rominn kind of death for * _ 
Slaves, but unknown to the Jews tilt conquered by the ' 


Romans, 
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(57) | 
Romans, wherefore no doubt to be made but that Rove 
1s the place pointed at to. be the Seat of Antichriſt ; 
after the Roar Emperors had left or been driven out 
of it, upon occaſion of ſo many irruptions upon and 
taking of it by Huns, Goths, Vandals and other for- 
reign Nations, who took, plundered and laid it waſte, 
of which at laſt and by degrees Popes took poſſeſſion, 
and made themſelves Maſters of, and ever fince refided 
in it, and attributed the temporal Soveraignity of it, 
and this was done by fucceſſion of times, not at once 
but by degrees; in caſe any doubt remains, the 17 Chap. 
will fully clear it. 'Tis worth obſerving, that in the 
Book of Revelations when mention is made of Antichriſt, 
ſomething is ſaid, to draw the Readers attention, as 
Chap. 13. ver. 9. If any man have an ear let him hear, 
and Chap. 17. verl. 9g. Here is the mind that hath wiſe- 
dom. | 
This Chapter muſt be read with great attention, for 
1t doth unfold the Myſtery of Antichriſt nnder.the name 
of the great City, Babylon the great, the great Whore,whoſe 
Judgment was very well worth the pains of an Angel to 
call for St. Joh and ſhew it to him, under the ſhape of 
a Woman richly adorned in Purple and Scarlet, decked 
with gold, pearls and precious ſtones, with 'a golden 
Cup in her hand. fall of Abominations, which Cup may 
have a relation to the abominable Idolatry amongſt them, 
when they adore for the Creator that which is the crea- 
ture, for in and over a Cup is that Idolatry commit- 
ted under the name of a Sacrifice, that Cup is full of 
bommations and filthineſs of her Fornication; therewith 
e made drunken the Kings and Nations of the Earth 
which joyned with her in that Idolatry : this Woman 
did fit npon a ſcarlet coloured Beaft, Purple and Scarlet 
are the known Coulours: of Roz#e: and what is ſaid 
of this Beaſt that it is full of names of Blaſphemy witch the 
ſeven Heads and ten Horns, makes it ſure to us, that this 
Ls | Is 
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is the ſame Beaſt mentioned in Chap. 13. r.. which is alfo 


faid to have ſeven heads and ten horns, and upon his heads 
the nanre of Blaſphemy 5, this name of Blaſphemy viz. Vicar 
of Chriſt, Vicegod, his Holineſs, &c. which I mentioned 
before with the Inſcription upon. the Forehead, do: de- 
monſtrate who theſe things are intended for 3 then the 
Character of Cruelty and Bloodthirſtineſs, when ſhe 1s 
ſaid to be drunken with the Blood. of the Saints and Martyrs 
of Feſus, which agrees with the 6 Verſe of the 16 Chap- 


_ ter: for they ſhed the Blood of the Saints and Prophets, and 


thou haſt given them blood to drink for they are worthy 3 


Nothing can be fuller than what is ſaid, Chap. 18. the 


laſt Verſe, And in her was found the blood of the Prophets 
and of the Saints, and of all that were ſlain upon the earth; 
yea fince at firſt when Chriſtian» Religion appeared till 


now, and we may fay, till her fall, for every day more 


is and will be ſpilled upon that cauſe ; /tis Rowe that ſhed 


' It: the firſt Beaſt or Roxre Heatheniſh ſhed that of our 


Saviour and of the firſt Chriſtians with that - rage, that 
we read the Neroes, Domitians and other Roman Em- 
perors perſecuted the profeſlors of Chriſtian Religion ; 
and Rome Chriſtian waſhed her felt in the blood of thoſe 


who would not worſhip the Image of the Beaſt, or re- 


ceive her mark, without which they might neither buy 


- nor ſell, (this of late hapned much in a part of the 
. World ) and who bearing witneſs againſt the corrupti- 


ons of that Church would not- comply, as do thoſe 
whole names are not written in the Book of life of the 


' Lamb. If St. Fob» who ſaw this Woman but in a Viſion, 


at the fight of her wondered with great admiration 3 
how much we, who have heard, read, ſeen and do day- 


ly ſee her abominable and cruel praviſes, ought to hate 
and abhor her? *'tis true if: we conſider the ; riſing 


and progreſs of that man of ſin, and. power of Anti- 
chriſt, we cannot forbear entring into admiration. of 
God's providence and forbearance, as of the blindneſs 

and 


PF" 4 " TIE xe q Fer = "Se; RY "OP OP + 2: < 
"7 1 +: 3 7 I 
&* Y F 9 
vv Yo 
* ov 
%. 
V 


(59) 
« and ſtupidity of the World to ſuffer it ſelf fo much 
*and ſo long to be impoſed. upon: It. muſt be. granted 
that all the policy and craftineſs of Hell hath been at work 
about it, ſmilings and frownings, ſeducing and bewitch- 
ing of people, cheating and out of fear or intereſt en- 
gaging many of all ranks and qualities. 
To that effe&t that Antichriſt or Woman (for I hope 
by this time people are ſatisfied tis one and the ſame) 
did long ago ſet up and hath fince continued a trade 
for which ſhe had Merchants, namely, the great men of 
the Earth, for by her Witchcraft were all Nations de- 
ceived, Chap. r8. 23. Now her Merchandizes are Gold, 
Silver, precious Stones, Pearls, Fine.linnen, Purple, Silk, 
Scarlet ;, their Cardinal Caps, Palliums, Prelates Clothes 
and Habits, which diſtinguiſh their Offices and places in 
in that Hierarchy, which with their Ceremonial Ritu- 
a}, Miſſal, Maeſtro di Camera, and relation of the Court 
of Rome, do require a man's whole life throughly to 
underſtand them. But a thing much to be taken notice 
of, is that amongſt ſeveral ſorts of Marchandize, a very 
important one is named, namely, Soxls of Men : As for 
| their Eccleſiaſtical places, under what name ſoever de- 
ſigned, let them trade, change, buy, ſell and uſe Simo- 
ny; but to wake a trade of precious and immortal Souls, 
'tis fach a buſineſs, ſach a Sacrilegious attempt as indeed 
with St. Joh» we may very well admire at; yer 'tis a 
thing which hath been and 1s ſtill practiſed amongft 
them by way of Pardons, Indulgencies, (whereof they 
own ſome to be falſe and ſuppoſed, as it appears by 
a printed a Paper publiſhed in Venice, by the Inqui- a Net long fence. 
fitors wherein ſeveral are named ) Maſles, Purgatory, . 
Pilgrimages, viſiting Churches and Relicks , but no- 
thing of thoſe without Moniesz we can. deſire no bet- | 
ter Interpreters than one of their own, b Amongſt us 3 aggro 
every thing is jold, Churches, 26th AltFFs, Maſſes, Be- rhink Baytift 


2 | nefices, Mantuanus. 
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nefices, Fire, Incenſe, Prayers, Heaven, yea God himſelf. 
The Words of the Original are theſe: 


== Venalia .nobis 
Templa, Sacerdotes, Altaria, ſacra Corone, 
Ignes, Thura, Preces, Calum venale, Denſque. 


This trade was extended all the World over, and could - 
not but make rich the Merchants of it, the loſs of it 
makes them ſo bewail in the 18 Chapter from the 15 
to the 20 Verſes, whilſt in the 20 Verſe Heaven the ho- 
ly Apoſtles and Prophets are bidden to rejoyce, be- 
cauſe God hath avenged themz this makes thoſe Mer- 
chants not only to bemoan, but with rage and fury to 
FR Tiſe up, as did a Demetrius and his Fellows Craftmen of 
7 He0 17 Diana at FEphbeſus. 
Now tis time for us to draw near the Ange], and hear 
how he explains the Viſion and Prophecy or Myſtery 
(as called by the Angel ) of the Woman and of the Beaſt : 
_ mn Scripture 'tis uſual to repreſent Empires and Monarchies 
%- boo 42; under the name and ſhapes of Beaſts; ſo in b Daziel the 


Chapter agrees Viſion of the four great and univerſal Monarchies,the firſt 
= rf _— like a Lyon, the ſecond like a Bear, the third as a Leopard, 
ons, even com- 4nd the fourth (which ſignified the Romar, as the other 
K-50 as _ three the Aſhrian, Perſian and Greek or Macedonian) was 
Daniel w/zh dreadful and terrible and exceedingly ſtrong, having great 
 theRev. Iron Leeth, it devoured and broke to pieces, and ſtamped the 
reſidue under his Feet, and it was unlike to the Beaſts that 
were before it: Indeed the Roman Empire was ſtronger 
and of a greater extent than any that went before : 
| The Viſion of St. Johbz hath relation to. that of Daniel, 
for the Beaſt which the queſtion is now about, had the 
_ qualities of the other three; 'twas like a Leopard in ſwift- 
neſs ; his Feet ag of a Bear to repreſent his ſtrength.,and the 
Mouth of a Lin to ſhew his courage and ravenouſnhels,, 
all which are ſet down, Rev, 13.2. And for a greater 
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cOneney of the Viſion of the two Prophets, Dazzel faith, 
The fourth Beaſt had ten borns, which is alſo one 01 .he 
Marks of that of St. Johr., in the place where betc-2 were 
three of the firſt Horns pluckt away, there came . ano- 
ther little Horn in which were eyes like the eyes of a Man, 
and a mouth ſpeaking preſumptnous things, .'*i Da. el, 

* which hath relation to the ſecond Beaſt mentioned in 
Rev. 13.11. Thus there is a conformity of ite Vit is 
of the Prophet Daxie! and of St. Jokz, but with this 
difference, that as in St. Johr's time the three firſt Ein- 
pires were fallen, he ſaith nothing of them, only ſpcaks of 
the fourth. alſo under the name of a Beaſt, which (faith |. 
he) Was, 7s not, and yet 5s ; that is, a great Period of 

that mighty Dominion of the Rowrars, when it was a 

Republick, was paſt, and conſequently was not at the 

time when he ſaw the Viſion ; but he.adds, Tet is : The 

Dominion it felf and Body 1s but+ under another Name, 
before it was by way of a Commonwealth, and now in 
St. Johz's time by way of Monarchy or Empire, they who- 
then ruled being called Emperors. 

This Beaſt, faith St. John , had ſever heads and ten 
horns, the ſeven heads are ſeven Mountains on which the: 
Beaſt ſitteth. This 1s very clear, for . Rowe ſtands upon: 
ſeven Hills or Mountains : The Angel adds another fignt- 
fication of the ſeven heads, namely, Sever Kings, where- 
of five are fallen, the ſixth js, and the other not yet come. 
This ſignifies ſo many different ways which Rowe had: 
been' governed by 3. for at firſt 'ewas by Kings, then: 
Conſuls, Tribunes, &c. and in St, John's time by Emperors. 
The ten horns of the Beaſt are as many Kings who have 


given their Power to the Beaſt 5 this 1s the-Propherical 


Stile, when time paſt or preſent are put ior the farures: 
for when. St. John did ite they had no Kingdoms; but 
wereto receive Power as Kings at one hour with the Beaſks. 
- at the time of the 'Vifion they werenot. Theſe Domi- 
nions with ſucceſſion; of time, having been founded. og | 
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of the ruuts of the Roman Empire; *tis moſt certain, 
that at firſt ſome Princes and States did help to riſe 
and ſet up Antichriſt ( as Hiſtory doth inform us of it ) 
and to make War agaivſt the Lamb the Lord Jeſus, and 
his true Members. A fecond Interpretation 1s given to 
the ten Horns as the ten firſt Kings were to give their 
Power to the Beaſt, ſo after that ten other Kings or 


Kingdoms would not, as the former, give their Power 


to the Beaſt: On the contrary, they would hate and 
make her Deſolate, which began when the Goths and 
other Nations came to Rome, and after hapned in part 


. ſince the bleſſed Reformation 3 and though for the pre- 


ſent the Work be at aſtand in ſome places, 'tis not fo 
in others. I hope Ergland and Scotland will hate that 
Whore more and more, and burn her with fire, not 
only as it hath been pradtiſed upon the Fifth of No- 
vember, but in a more real and efiectual manner. IT ſee 
no need of any further inſiſting-upon the Interpretation 
about the Beaſt. @ 
The moſt important 1s now to know who or what 

is fenified by the Womar ys upon the Beaſt, which 
the Angel calls The great Whore with whom the Kings of 
the Earth have committed Fornication, and the Inhabitants 
of the Earth have been made drunken with the Wine of her 
Fornications. This 1s the chief Subje& of the Viſion, to 
be taken notice of by her dreſs and poſture 5 but chiefly 
upon the account of that remarkable' Inſcription upon 
her Forehead, which brands her for the moſt abomi- 
nable thing that can be feen or heard of: This is her 
Name, containing a Myſtery, Myſtery Babylon the Great, 
the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth, We 
muſt not literally take it to be a Woman, there is a 
myſtery in the thing, for though we know it to be meant 
of Rome ;, She is called Babylor, as I ſaid before, upon 
the account of her Idolatry 3 but the Title of Babylon the 
Great is added, becauſe in point of Idolatry Rome hath 
| OUt- 
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out-done all that ever-went before or came after her. 


Babylon, whoſe name ſhe borrows, was but little Babylor, 


and nothing in comparifon to her as to Superſtition and 
Idolatry : Babylon had her gods of Gold and Silver,and {6 
hath this of Braſs, Stone, Wood, Wax, and painted ; but 
beſides ſhe hath her Wafer-god, which Babyloz . never 
had nor dreamed of. Babylon never pretended: to put 
in her mouth, eat up, ſwallow down, digeſt in the 
Stomach, and void her gods into the Draught; none but 
Babylon the Great can do ſuch things 3 not only ſhe is an 
Harlot, but alſo Mother of Harlots, Spiritual Harlots, who 
run after other gods, Worſhiping as God, that which 
is not God; and beſtowingupon the Creature that whioh 
1s due to the Creator alone, making a kind of a.god of 
every one they have a mind to Ce07ize, or make a 
Saint of; this 1s the part of the Mother of Harlots' and 
Abominations of the Earth ; uſually in Scriptures the holy 
Spirit of God, by the mouth of the Prophets, doth re- 
preſent the abominable fin of Idolatry, by the filthy 
_ ones of Formication and- Adultery, which ſhews the fon!- 
neſs of theſe, ſeeing they are madeule of to repreſent one 
that is ſo execrable, and the moſt God-provoking 
{in in the World 3 ſo the Spirit of that Church is foul 

and filthy. _ ny 
Now let ns ſee who 1s this Woman, allo called IVhore ; 
the Angel having ſaid, That the Waters where the Whore 
fitteth, are People, Myltitudes , Nations and Tongues ; he 
lainly tells in the laſt verſe of the Chapter, That #he 
| ang x the great City which reigneth over the Kings of 
the Earth, that is Rome ; he doth not name it, but no 
clearer Deſcription can be given' of it 3 for in St. Jobr's 
time Rowe was the Maſter of the World, and reigned 
over Kings, Princes, and States. of the. Earth. Whoſo- 
ever will be called Choſen and Faithfu! ninſt be with the 
Lamb againſt the Beaſt : For ever there. hath been and 
{till is a War between them : AU. whoſe names are writ- 
| Ter 


a De Ecdl. lib. 
4. cap. I4. 
'$ Rev. 13. 13, 


cap. 7. 
a Rev. 13. 7. 


6 Bellar, lib,.q. 
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Fox In the Book of Life of the Lamb, are with the Lamb, 
who at laſt will overcome, for he'is the Lord of Lords and 


King of Kings. Theſe things we muſt believe, if we 
give heed to the Word of God, Then let hin: that 5s 


holy and righteous be holy and righteous ſtill, as alſo he 
that is unjuſt and filthy be unjuſt and filthy ſtill, Rev.22.11. 


And I add, Let him that after ſuch Lights 1s blind, be 
blind ſtill, I am fare 'tis clearly foretold in this Book 
of Revelation , That Antichriſt ſhall ſeduce Nations, - 
Domineer over Kings and Multitudes of people, make 
War againſt the Saints and overcome them; but at 
laſt be overcome by the Lamb, and that he would 


'boaſt of the Splendor and laſting of his Reign. With 


nc John 1 muſt ſay, He that hath Ears to hear let him 

ifEATs 
I proceed farther, and do affirm, That the Church of 
Rome which is the Seat of Antichriſt, doth attribute to 
her ſelf ſeveral of the Marks which in this Book are given 
of the Beaſt, of the Woman, and Antichrift, which I 
already obſerved are one and the fame, I will inſtance 
it only in three : The firſt is Miracles which Bef/armir 
a aſſerts to be one of the Marks of their Church. Now 
the ſecond Beaft about which 1s the queſtion, b Doth 
great Wonders, and makes fire. come to down from Heaven on 
the Earth in the fight of Men, and Chap.16. 13,14. Three 
unclean Spirits like Frogs came out of the month of the Dra- 
gon, and out of the mouth of the Beaſt, and out of the 
2outh of the falſe Prophet, for they are Spirits of Devils 
working Miracles, to' go unto the Kings of the Earth, and 
of the whole World, to gather them to the battel of God 
Almighty. Would to God there were not ſo many 
abroad of thoſe unclean Spirits. A fecond mark of 
their Church is multicude, c this alſo is one of the 
Marks whereby to know the Beaſt, d Power was giver 
him over all Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations. And 
e the Waters where the Whore ſitteth, are Peoples, and Multi- 
| tudes, 


THRAI ff 


.__  Ovg 
tudes, and. Nations.,and Tongues. The univerſal Biſhop hath _ {- 


had todo with almoſt the whole World. For f all the World / Chap.r3.16, _ 4 


went after the Beaſt, Small and Great, Rich and Poor, Free and - 
_ Bond, becauſe heg deceived them that dwelt on the Earth g Ver. 14, 
by the means of thoſe Miracles which he had Power to 
do. That Church aſſumes to her ſelf the name of Catholick 
which may be underſtood, in relation to thoſeabominable 
fins of the Fleſh committed in the center of it by way of 
Fornication, Adultery,Inceſt, Sodomy, and beſtiality ; for 
the allowance of ſome of which is paid a Tribute, and h, ,, ,,,;t; 
Bellarmin juſtifies it,ſo doth Emanuel Sa,voce Fudens arts. A Grat. & Star. 
third Mark which the Church of Rowe owns,isa Temporal ,nomger ——- 
; Felicity and Happineſs, which attend on it, and the i 2:/lar. d- 
Pope is called The glory of the World. Babylon allo glorifies 5 54 c#: 
her ſelf, and lives deliciouſly, For ſhe faith in her heart; ; Rev.18.”, 
T fit k Pucen,and am no Widow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow. 

' If then that Church doth not diſown thoſe Cha- 
raQeriſtical Tokens peculiar to Antichriſt Why ſhonld 
not we make it to the application thereof? We are not 
the firſt that have done it fince the time Rome became 
an abominable Harlot 5 we can bring many Evidences, 
againſt it, but theſe . we reduce to two, one is an 
Htalian, who in his time followed the Court of Popes, 
and lived long before Luther and Calvin, 'tis Petrarcha, 
who was born, bred, and died a Papiſt; in ſeveral 
places of his Works, which may eaſily be quoted, he 
, curſes and -bitterly inveighs againſt Roxre, calls it wicked 

and impious Babylon, Mother of Errors, a'neft ' of Hereſies, 
&c. The other Evidence which cannot be partial for 
our Religion, becauſe he lived and died before Re- 
formation , 'Tis Lewis the - Twelfth, one-of the French 
Kings, who gives Rome the name of Babylox; but is tot 
content with that, he faith, He will deſtroy it 3 yea,” the 
very name of it ;' to which effe&t he cauſed Momies 'to 
be coined with this Latin Inſcription, Perdanm Babilouis Bf 
#0Men, whereof ſome _— and are a op" of 
et | waoart 


a Ihay 10. 5. 
G, 7. 


þ.2 Theſl. 2.8. 


 e:3 John 9. 


F. oy A } —- «IG "F Aa : þ- - T 
oY 4 % + - "OT IR Len 
bs > 


. (65) FT 

what that King thought Rowe 'and her Pope at that 
time, Julizs 2. had deſerved. Hy 

That time was not cotne, nor may be 1s not as yet, 
but when it is; God will do his Work, and find Inſtrn- 
ments enough fit for it, though often they a& out of 
different Principles, and fo other ends than God's, as 
did the a King of Aſjria, as I mentioned before. As 
the raiſing of Antichriſt was not upon a ſudden, fo his 
Fall cannot be a days work. b God, faith St. Paul, ſhall 
conſume Antichriſt with the Spirit of his month (that is, 
with his holy Word, the reading and preaching where- 
of hath given a great blow to his Empire,) ard ſhall 
deſtroy him with the brightneſs of bis appearing 3 that is, 
he ſhall not be totally ruined till our Saviour comes 
at the laſt day, ſo that the whole Prophefie is not ful- 
filled ; We may well ſay, Babyloz 3s falling, tor Refor- 
mation hath much weakned i ; and after the light of 
the Goſpel is fo clearly appeared to Men 1n ſeveral parts 
of the World, 'tis not likely he can recover what he 
hath loſt : The preſent Craelties and Craftineſles againſt 
God's Church, are ſome of his laſt ſtruglings , for he 
already hath received his Mortal Wound, and the Dra- 
gon'he is ated by, daily becomes more and more en- 
raged, fecing his time grows ſhorter. Some of the 
ten Kings hate the Woman and the Beaſt, their eyes 
being opened to ſee her abominations 3 ſo will in time 
the eyes of others be, St. Paxd in that 2 Theſe 2. ſpeaks 
of him with ſo much. contempt and. hatred, that every 
one that reads it muſt with that great Apoſtle be of 
the ſame mind'; that whole Chapter is to be read and 
#&veral expreſiions to be taken notice of with ipecial at- 
tention: the Myftery of Iniquity did already work in 
Qt-Pazxl time 3, for the great mover of it, namely,Satan,was 
very bulie ;' he began to have mſtruments for his work, 
Pride and. Ambition did'creep in, one & Diotrephes loved 
10 haue the preeminence 410g others, thexe were ame 
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of the forernnners and ſmall ones, as to the great 
one, there was a let; he which now withboldeth, faith St. 
Paul, ſhall let till be be taken out of the way; the Romar 
Empire fubfiſting, Antichriſt cond not be et up, till 
that was removed and the place was yielded to this ; 
for the firſt Beaſt was to give his power to the ſecond 
Beaſt, as he had received his from the Dragon, Rev. 
I3. 4. Emperors were to loſe their power before Popes 
could ſucceed: therein, before there were in Rome any 
{ach Vicegods, Vicars of Chriſt and univerſal Biſhops, 
which Jaſt title 1 muſt ſay it by the by, was not owned 
by the Greek nor any of the Eaſtern Churches, I named 
before, amongſt which there was no Reformation, as 
hapned in Exrope ; for long before they lived in a (ſe- 
paration from the Church of Rome; and had nothing to 
do one with the other. = 

_ From the premiſes 'tis clearly degyaced how it is 4 
Duty incumbent upon true Chriſta Souls, that as yet 


are in the Society of Rome, to come out of it, leſt d 7 Rev. is. 


partaking of her ſins, they ſhould alſo receive of her plagues 3 
mach more are they who be out of it, forbidden to 
return into 1t, for this like the Dog, were e to return fo 
his own vomit, and the Sow that was waſhed to her wallowing 
in the mire : the true 1ſraclites are not to turn their hearts 
towards Egypt, nor look back towards Sodom as did Lot's 

wife, whom the Apoſtle bids us to remember as to the fin 


e 2 Pet, 2. 222 


.and puniſhment of it,but rather to f hold faſt the profiſſion | 1x4, cc. +4 


of onr Faith without wavering, for he who hath promiſed 
3s able to perform. This Faith or Religion we do pro- 
 feſs, is the ſame which Chriſt hath inftitnted, the Apo- 
ſtles preached, and the true Church believed ; this Faith 
faith St. Pan! 1n another place, we | &g. COu- 


t to 
tiniie in, and not be moved away from the hope of the Goſpel.® 1-44: 


So to h ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath marle 
145 free, and not be intangled again with the yoke of DBox- 
| dage, 1 confeſs the task is hard , for we. wreltle not 


K 2 only 


h Gal. 5. 1. 


; Eh. 6. 12. 
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only againſt fleſh and: blood: the ſmiles and frownings 


.of the. World, and againſt our own corrupt inclinations, 


but alſo' i againſt Principalities and Powers, againſt the 


worldly Goveraors, the Princes of Darkneſs of this World, 


. againſt Spiritnal Wickedneſſes in high places. 


The ſubſtance of our charge and impeachment againſt 


Popery. 1s, that it is abominable 1n its principles and 
practice, its principles in Dodrine are full of errors, 


and in Worſhip full of Superſtition and Idolatry, and 
Its Practiſe full of Cheats, Treachery and Cruelty ; in 
as much as in it lies it overturns the Covenant of Grace, 
and makes null the Work of our Salvation, with ſetting 
up, contrary to Scripture, new Mediators, new Prieits, 
new Sacrifices, new Sacraments z and not content to 
deſtroy the Prieſtly. Office of Chriſt, doth alſo annal 
his Royal and Prophetical Offices,: with introducing into 
the Church other Laws , Rules, and Dodtrines, as aze 
Traditions, than thoſe which the Lord Jeſus hath in his 


' holy Word given to his Church and making other 


Voices than that of the great Shepherd, to be heard 


amongſt the Flock. Laſtly, with their deſtroying with 
' $word and Fire all thoſe that differ from them, and will 


Not believe and do as they. For all this we look upon 


. the Church as repreſented by that burning-Buſh 3 'tis 


amidft the Flames of Perfecution, and þburns.but 1s never 
conſumed. IP 

England as much, if not more than any Nation in the 
World, hath cauſe to be thankful to: God: for his hea- 


. venly and ſpiritual Mercies , ſpecially for :the bleſſed 


Reformation and Deliverance from the Tyranny and 


: Errors of the Church of Rowe in Dodrine and Worſhip 5 
double Deliverance, I may may call it, for God did twice 


work that Grace for. us. King Edward that hopeful pious 


. » young Prince lived but a ſhort time, 'to the great grief 


of the Nation, and what had been done -under him was 
ſoon. ſtopt, and almoſt ruined under Queen Marzgs 
* bloody . 


Afi i. i. i. 
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bloody Reign, then the Truth of the Goſpel and Work 
of -Reformation were ſealed with the blood of many 
Martyrs3.but God in his Mercy was pleaſed to reſtore the 
trueReligion under the happy Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
of ever bleſſed Memory 3; at that time Roxre being much 
grieved for the loſs of this Kingdom, poured out her Emil- 
faries, who, at ſeveral times, and in different ways at- 
tempted upon the -Lite and Dominions of her Majeſty : 
After in King Jame's time followed the helliſh Deſign 
of the Gur-powder Treaſon, and the horrid Maſſacre 1n 
Treland in the days of Charles the Firſt, and the late 
Popiſh : Flot againſt King - Charles the Second , which 


-though ſome. would deny, becauſe they who have the 


Malice to attempt ſach things, have alſo the Impudence 
to deny them ; yet after a weighty Examination of the 


buſineſs in Council, the King's Proclamation affirming it, 


and the Votes of the Parliament afluring there was on 
Foot a Helliſh-Plot and Conſpiracy, to rational and 
impartial Men , are proofs of the truth of it, and the 
atings of that Party, which for the preſent is ſo bufie, 
do ſufficiently declare what they would be at. When 
we ſee almoſt every place- of Truſt, Profit, and Power; 
put in the hands of Men of ſuch Principles, and all 
would, ifthere were enough of them to fill them up,when 
we ſee profeſſed Papiſts to be. Judges, Sheriffs, Juſtices 
of Peace , Mayors, Lord-Lieatenants, Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants of: Counties, Governors of Places, Officers at Sea 
and. Land, chief Miniſters of State, and Prieſts of the 
worſt fort. to be Privy-Counſellors :. What maſt ' we 
look for but a Subverſion of Law, Liberty and Chuttch 2 


.be to ſet up Popery by a Law which is like to be the next 


Wy | thing. 
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'thing 3 for the Churche's Bulwark confiſting in ſo many 
AQs of Parliament; being down, our Church will not 
be ſiffered to ſtand 5 Church-Lands notwithſtanding all 
Promiſes 0n the contrary, muſt return to the firſt Own- 
ers 3 theſe are no bareFears and Jealouſies, but real and 
as ſire Dangers, and unavoidable Evils as can be : We 
muſt not be'lulled aſleep with vain and fallacious Promiſes, 


as eaſily broken 'as made; the Spirit of that Religion 


cannot; deny himſelf, not only conſidering tt 'in that 
Party which now Rules amongſt them, but alfa in the 
whole Body and Fundamental Maxims of that Church 3 
the Canon of the Council of Conflance, of Faith not to 
be kept with Hereticks, not being repealed 3 and that of 
the 4th Council of Laterar, about deſtroying Hereticks, 
fill ſubſiſting both in Doctrine and Pradtiſe 3 it orders 
Prince:, when required , to do it , under pain (in caſe of 
refuſal) to be deprived of their States, and Dominions 
20 be forfeited to the Pope in caſe they have no other Sove- 
raign3 and in Rome they have their Congregation or 
*Council about the Propagation of their Faith and Ex- 
tirpation of Herefie. | = 

This ought to move us the more, becauſe there is 
-no more diſſembling, things are ated above board; al- 
ready Miracles are wrought, for the Eyes of the blmd 
are opened, and none but men of thoſe principles or 
of none at all, can pretend to any ground 'of doubt- 
ing of it: If Laws were repealed. we conld fee thoſe 


who have no Religion, and keep amongſt us only out. 


of fear of puniſhment, being free from 'the obedience 
'they owe -to. them, fly out and declare themſelves 3 


thovgh I hope the number of ſach is inconfiderable, then 


no {top till Religion and Property be wholy fabverted. 
Out of theſe conliderations will for 'the ire upon 


the Government be impoſed a neceſſity of totally root- 


ing Popety out of theſe Nations. ' Let not our Adver- 


aries lay, that becaule-in onr ative Obedience we de- 
PO fire 
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fre to preſerve our Religion and Conſcience, therefore 
are Wanting 1n our Loyalty to the King our Soveraign 3 
our holy Religion teaches uns our duty that us we. fear 
God, ſo we honour the King, and dayly pray for his 
preſerv ation and proſperity 3 our Loyalty hath been 
tried and approved in hard and difficult times, not on- 
ly for the whole Royal Family, but alſo for his preſent 
Majeſty 3 and more, the greateſt marks of reſpe& and 
obedience we can give to Kings,is to ſtand to and obey 
their Lawsz they ſpeak and a& not by themſclves, but 
by their Miniſters, Chancellors, Judges, Secretaries of 
State, . Admirals, &c. according to the nature of Afﬀairs ; 
but they never ſpeak more authentically than when 
they fit at the head of their great Council the Parh- 
ament, then they ſpeak as from the Throne and as Kings, 
enacting Laws which are the true Royal Language,then 
we hear, hearken to, and with all poſſible Zeal and: 
Joy do obey them. 

I hope we have no cauſe to fear any attempts of Po- 
pery upon our Conſciences, ſo as to be effefual jn- 
drawing us away from the truth : God hath fo abun- 
dantly forewarned and' prepared us againſt fach aflaults- 
with the light of the Goſpel, which fo clearly and' fo- 
fully hath been preached 2mongſt us, and hath appeared 
like the Sun at Noonday, that being as we ought to be, 
well inſtraged in the- principles of our holy. Religion, 


- *tisto be hoped people will not ſuffer themſelves to be- 


ſeduced and perverted, which: if any. one were ſo for- 
faken of God, as to do it, it were to ſin agaiuſt the 
greateſt lights of Grace that ever any Nation enjoyed. 
Let us therefore contigge inthe ways of. Truth, with-a: 
full affurance that at laſt Truth. will prevail and have the 
upper. hand, the Lanth. will overcome the. Beaft, and the- 
Stone cut without hands will. break, to pieces every other 


power aud dominion ; wm the mean time, Let a thear that » Mal. 3. 16.” 


= the Lord ſpeak, often ove to anatber 3 iand ow 
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'St. Panl's advice', Let * your cone; Sou be as be-- 


c 2 Tim.2. 19. 


+ oo 


cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, and c ls evegy one that calls 


upon the Name of the Lord depart from-Trniquity; 'tis not | 


enovgh to profeſs true Religion, but we muſt live ac- 
cordingly. ” LIE 

 Then'tis Chriſt;ar prudence to ſtand faſt together in 
one mind laying afide all diviſions and differences about 
circumſtantial things according to the rules-of Charity. 
We now may fee how near we have all been becoming 
a 'Prey- to our common Enemy therefore let us- be 
taught by our own experience, and here. let that 
Union which to the praiſe of God is now ſetled between 
all Proteſtants beyond- Seas, though of different per- 
ſwaſions be found amongſt us, or elſe we would become 


-unworthy of God's fignal mercies, and of what he hath 


done for us. I hope Diſlenters may ſee we have ſome 
good Proteſtant Biſhops,thoſe worthy Prelates, who late- 
ly ſtood in the gap, without which Religion had been 


in a great danger and they may be now ſatisfied how-- 


the Liberty of Conſcience pretended for them was-in- 
tenged for others 3 they would have been made uſe of 


only as inſtruments to ſerve the turn of Popery, and 


hike Ladders and Scaffolds removed when the work had 


been done. I hope alſo our Churchmen are ſenſible how 
much 'hurt Diflenters could have done being conſidera- 
ble as they were, and upheld by Authority, if they had 


not been well inclined'; but thanks be to God, both 


fides have well acted: their part, and both fides muſt 
-enjoy the benefit.of their labours, continue unanimous 
-and be united altogether to ſhut the door againſt Po- 
pery 3 and thus all will approgg themſelves to be true 
to Religion and Country, or elſe that Spirit of Pope- 
ry which is always buſie and reſtleſs, and beyond Seas 
upheld by great powers and Crafty men, will ſtrive to 
work diviſions amongſt us, under . ſeveral pretences, 


-which only our Union can prevent, with God's Bleſling: 


and 
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* andabfattyy 01. :re and ſill are of one fide to take 
bt. Pax''s advice ones hy Coloſſians 2. * of Beware left- eny 
wan ſpoil yau' thromh "Philoſophy aud vain Deceit after 
Ny wen, after the rudimoets of the World = 
at after Clit: $0 on the other. ſide we muſt. prative 
| that precept of Love and Oharity fo often and: fo fhrong- 
| Hy preſſed opon' us-1n Beriptures, by':he:dxample; af 
_ . the Father, 'and:of the: Lord Jefins Obit; who. heye ſo 
_ much loved ts, Even when we were their: Enemies; «9 
this men ſhall know we are our Saviours. Diloues, if 
we doweine antther; his beloved Diſtiple St. Job's: £x5- 
hortevions are all corerther for Loves "G5 4aid at han that 
heh by 'reaſon:of his -oldl age, he was difenabled go 
preach, he conftantly wed to fay to his Flock and thoſe 
that were about him, What I ſaid from the beginning, | 
T ſay it again and again, Love one. another as the Lord 
Feſus hath loved us. Read the 13th Chap. of 1 Cor. 
Nothing availeth without Charity, which is the fulfilling 
of the Law 3 therefore as we tender the happineſs of 
our Souls, the Spiritual and Temporal good of the Na- 
won, and for the bowels and tender mercies of God, 
Let us be loving, meek, gentle and tender hearted one 
_ towards another. | | 
_ Let not this Þpportunity of ſecuring Religion and Li- 
berty which God hath now put in the hands of the 
Nation be loſt, for fear God in his anger would alto- 
gether deprive us of it, and ſo could be recovered no-_ 
more 3 let us know the times of refreſhing, and of our 
viſitation and bepatient,giving fimeto the workers of our 
_ deliverance to finiſh it 3 ſo great a work cannot be done 
 1na moment: let us look behind upon the precipice the 
Nation hath avoided through the mercy of God when 
| _ we were upon the brim of it, and by all poſhible means 
| prevent being again brought to it, hating Sodom and 
Egypt out of which God in a high meaſure hath deli- 
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